
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastor’s Message 
 
 

Dear friends, 

So here we are at my final message for the Beacon.  I will attempt to be brief.  When I was hired as 

your Designated Term Minister in 2022 we all knew this day would come eventually, but we kept 

pushing it off until we arrived at this date.  Despite the sorrow that we all naturally feel at our parting, I 

wonder if you agree with me that the timing is right.  I feel very strongly that the task that God had put 

before me has been completed.  I am confident that you are Moving Forward in Faith, Resting in 

God’s Hand.   

 

As I reflect on the over five-and-a-half years among you–first as a consultant supporting you with 

pastoral care and administrative leadership in the wake of the pandemic, and then as your called 

minister, I am filled with gratitude.  You have allowed me to be part of your lives in the authentic and 

meaningful ways that my role as your minister entailed.  I will cherish the memories of our laughter 

and tears; the difficulties we overcame together, and the joys we shared.     

 

I can confidently say that EGCC is in a stronger and more stable position as an organization than it 

was 5 years ago. This structural integrity is important so that the ministries of the church can 

flourish.  I also hope that my preaching and life-witness as a follower of the Way of Jesus enriched 

and supported your own faith journey.  I hope that you gained the skills necessary to struggle 

honestly with the Biblical text and our shared faith tradition, and that you experienced a 

transformative relationship with the Divine.  If I played a small part in that somehow, I am grateful and 

humbled. This revitalized combination of administrative stability and enlivened faith-life allows EGCC 

to continue to be an impactful witness of God’s unfailing love for the world.    

 

Although my time as your minister is coming to an end, please know that I will carry you in my heart 

and you will continue to be in my prayers.  I will miss you all. 

 

Blessings to overflow, 

 

Rev. Sandra 

 



Council Corner 
This is an exciting time for our congregation and church. As I draft this article we are heading into the 

Candidating Weekend for Rev. Janet Brown. A huge thank you to the Pastor Search Team for their 

dedication of time and talent throughout the process. I am filled with excitement and anticipation to 

see the outcome of our All-Church Meeting on September 27th, and I have trust and confidence in the 

work of many to bring us to this point. The future will be filled with new beginnings for our church, for 

Pastor Sandra and for Pastor Janet.  

We will take time during October to celebrate the blessings that have been given to us by Pastor 

Sandra and the journey that she walked with our church. While there will likely be some tears, for me 

in the role of Moderator for most of Sandra’s tenure, this has been a wonderful journey. While we will 

celebrate and part ways, I am also excited for Sandra to begin the next chapter of life’s journey and to 

see where God takes her on that journey. I look forward to seeing you all take part in these important 

steps in the life of our church.  

This month’s Council Meeting included: 

• Council discussed the church calendar for the remainder of 2026. 
• With Sandra’s transition in October, we discussed the importance of managing and close 

communication with our staff during the time we are without a pastor. As a reminder, each staff 
person has a supervisor and requests for work to be done out of the normal scope of 
responsibilities should be handled through the supervisor, so the staff person does not get 
overwhelmed. Karen reports to the Moderator, Adah Todd. Matt reports to the Chair of 
Worship & Caring. Worship & Caring is currently in transition therefore Jan Gibson will be 
taking on the role of supervisor for Matt. Rose and Erin report to Spiritual Formation 
Chairperson, which is Dave Houghton.  

• The Pastor’s Discretionary Fund is close to being depleted. With the cold weather approaching 

this will be a concern. In the past, the pastor has been able to provide some gap-filling for 

individuals in need to find a warm place to sleep in frigid weather, fill of an oil tank, a basket of 

food and other things in time of critical personal need. The envelopes in the pews on 

communion Sunday can be used to donate to the Discretionary Fund, or a directed donation 

may also be made.  

Key Updates or requests from the Ministries and Teams: 

Spiritual Formation Ministry Updates: The key need is for church members to sign up and 

volunteer to Shepherd. We need two shepherds each Sunday. Be sure to click on the sign-up 

genius to volunteer.  

Worship & Caring Ministry Updates:  

• We will start sending a monthly Prayer email to all members. 
• Pulpit supply has been finalized through the end of December, and we will need to begin 

looking at the calendar for 2027. 
• Calling all knitters and crocheters: Our Spiritual Care Team is in need of prayer shawls. We 

are close to depleting our supply. The prayer shawls are so welcomed and cherished by those 
that receive them and we want to continue this part of the ministry.  

The Asset Management Ministry continues to work on critical needs to improve our 

building. The key items are: 



• A Sunday water-tank burst caused flooding in the boiler room and hallway carpet. 
• A Fire drill is tentatively planned for November. 
• A Kitchen hourly rental rate is set. 
• Trustee funds may cover CEC carpet replacement; a mold-prone room needs a dehumidifier. 

Missions & Outreach updates: 

• October 11, 2026: 1pm – 4 pm, The East Granby 250th Celebration Events include hosting a 
town historical bus tour; our church will be one of the stops with a Church Open House. 
Historic artifacts will be on display along with a Quilt Display 

As always, please reach out to Jan Gibson or me with any questions, comments or concerns. Have a 

blessed day.  

In His Steps,  

Adah Todd 
EGCC Moderator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Worship & Caring 
 

October 2026 Below is the schedule for the next few Sundays  

October 4th – World Communion Sunday, Season of Generosity Kick-off 
October 11th – Café Church – Animate Bible: History 
October 18th – Worship with Rev. Sandra on her last day with us, new member Sunday 
October 25th – Family Worship with Rev. Hiram Brett 
 

All services begin at 10:00 am, both in person and live-streamed. Except for Café Church Sundays, 

which meet once a month, in-person only and starts at 9:50 am with coffee and treats. 

Coffee Hour hosts for October: Spiritual Formation and Trustees 
 

Quilt Display for East Granby Celebrates America's 250 
Historical Tour 
 
EGCC is participating in the Celebrate America's 250th historical tour on Sunday October 11, 2026. 
The church will be open from 1:00 to 4:00 pm that day and will provide historical building tours for 
visitors. The church's tour will include a display of quilts. 
The quilts could be antique, family or hand done by the donor or a family member, etc. 
 
We are asking anyone with a quilt(s) they would like to share to contact Linda ASAP. 
 
We plan to receive the quilts at the EGCC Christian Education Center from 1:00–3:00 pm on Friday 
October 9th and Saturday October 10th.  If those times are not convenient, Linda will be happy to 
make alternate arrangements. 
We would ask the donor to write a brief explanation of the quilt, its creator(s) and the special 
memories the quilt has for its owner.  
Quilts can be picked up from 4:15–5:00 pm on Sunday October 11th. 
Thank you for helping us celebrate this occasion in the church. 

 

EGCC MEMBERS AND FRIENDS we need for your help on the day of the event 
 

In addition to touring our traditional Sanctuary, there will be displays throughout the building.  

This will include old pewter cup, silver communion pieces, coffee & tea set, a music display, Advent 

Nativity sets, old recipe books & memorabilia from supper fundraisers, a quilt display (see separate 

article in the Beacon) 

HELP NEEDED: a docent/guide in each area to greet and answer questions 

Set-up after Oct 11 Café Church and clean up after 4 pm. 

A signup sheet is on the bulletin board Let’s show our pride in this wonderful building and history! 

PLEASE CONTACT NANCY MOODY OR THELMA WILMOT TO VOLUNTEER 



 

 
 



EGCC Prays 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
EGCC is introducing a monthly prayer communication. Look for it in your email inbox the first week of 
every month, and in the monthly Beacon newsletter. This will be a space where the Church Council 
shares the collective heartbeat of our community—the current joys and concerns of the EGCC 
ministries and teams. 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 says “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” This is a call to prayer that 
applies deeply to our life as a church. Please join together in keeping these church-wide initiatives 
and requests in your daily prayers. 
 
Blessings to overflow, 
 
Rev. Sandra 
 
 
 
 
Greetings East Granby Congregational Church Family, 
 
Blessings abound! We have been blessed by Pastor Sandra for the last few years. Her gifts have 
been many and through her guidance and love of God, we are where we are today. We are so 
grateful for all that she has done and meant to us. We have been blessed yet again as we will soon 
be continuing our journey with Pastor Janet. We look forward to all that the future holds. 

 
What We Are Thanking God For: 
 

• God's unwavering guidance, love and support of our church 
• Pastor Sandra and Pastor Janet 
• Church Leadership and the Search Team 
• A wonderful Candidating Weekend for Pastor Janet 

 
What We Are Seeking Prayer For: 
 

• Loving patience during transition for Pastor Sandra and her family 
• Loving patience during transition for Pastor Janet and her family 
• Loving patience during transition for our church family 

 
Transition is defined as the process or period of changing from one state to another. Transition can 
be an evolution, a modification and/or a passage. No matter what, transition requires change.  
 
Matthew 19:26 tells us that with God's help all things are possible. This includes a fairly smooth 
transition. All won't be perfect. There will be bumps in the road. However, God will smooth things out 
for all concerned, if we let Him/Her.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Prayer This Month 
 
 
Holy One, 
 
We know that you know everything we need and what is on our hearts. It helps us to voice 
both our thanks and our needs. In that spirit, we offer up Pastor Sandra, Pastor Janet and their 
families. We offer up our entire church family. May love be in our hearts. 
 
We ask that you walk closely with us during this period of transition. We need your help to be 
present and to be open to change. Help us to put the fear of change aside and embrace the 
necessary harmoniously. Please help us to be the best we can be. 
 
We are so very grateful for the past years with Pastor Sandra and look forward to the future 
with Pastor Janet. As we undertake this transition, God, we pray that you walk with each and 
every one of us and make us a blessing. 
 
In Your Son's name, we pray, 
 
Amen 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Spiritual Care Team 
 

 

There is a new ministry at EGCC called the Spiritual Care Team. It is a ministry of presence, listening, 

and prayer. The purpose of the team is to visit with members of the church who would like spiritual 

encouragement, prayer, or simply a quiet conversation about faith and life. This ministry is grounded 

in the belief that God’s presence is often felt most deeply through caring human connection. The 

visits can be in the home, by phone, or online. The Spiritual Care Team Visitors are members of the 

congregation who have received training and have passed a background check. Spiritual visits are 

available to EGCC members and friends of the church. If you or someone you know would appreciate 

a spiritual visit, conversation, or prayer, please contact: 

East Granby Congregational Church 

860-653-2987 

office@egchurch.org 

Or speak with the pastor  

 
Spiritual Formation Ministry 

 

Lectio Divina 
 

Please consider joining our group of seekers this Fall.  It is a wonderful way to prepare for Advent.  

God’s word speaks to each of us differently and we learn so much from each other.  You do not need 

to commit to every Saturday morning, come only when you are able.  WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE 

YOU JOIN US!!!! 

 

When: Every Saturday morning 9 to 10:30 AM  

Where: via Zoom so that those out of state can still attend 

Topic: the Scripture for the following Sunday worship (that makes it fun to compare the 

preacher’s interpretation of the scripture to ours) 

How do I join: please contact Carl Pitney at carlpitney@hotmail.com and/or Gayle Wilcox at 

gwilcox007@gmail.com—we will add you to the Zoom invitation. 

 

Upcoming Calendar dates: Saturday, Oct 3rd, Nov 7th, and Dec 5th.  

 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

                                                         -2 Thessalonians 1:2 

mailto:office@egchurch.org


Moments with Rose 
Sunday School Is Back! 
 
We’re excited to share that Sunday School is back in session! Our new structure and curriculum are 
off to a wonderful start, with lessons that have been engaging, meaningful, and fun for our children. It 
has been encouraging to see our kids learning, growing, and enjoying their time together each 
Sunday. 
 

To keep this ministry going strong, we need shepherds! Sunday School depends on volunteers who 
are willing to spend time with our children and help make these Sunday mornings possible. You don’t 
need to be an expert teacher—just someone who cares about our kids and is willing to help. Our Safe 
Church training is quick and easy, and we’ll provide the support and curriculum you need. Please 
consider volunteering and being part of this important ministry! 
Register here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4AACAE2DA0FACE9-64514587-sunday#/ 
 

Best, 
Miss Rose 
Christian Education Coordinator 

 

Upcoming Faith/Fellowship Opportunities—Mark Your 
Calendars! 

On Saturday, October 17th come Fall into Faith with your church family and friends.  This will be a day– 

a day long retreat 8AM to 4PM at the church in Fellowship Hall. This will be a time to gather together as we 

grapple with gratitude and how it applies to our Season of Generosity theme, “There Our Hearts Will Be.”  

Bring your Bible, a snack to share and an open heart.  Continental breakfast and lunch will be provided.   

Believe it or not, the cost of this retreat will be less than last year!  We are asking for a minimum donation 

of $30 per attendee.  Look for the sign-up sheet on our bulletin board.  This is a busy time of year, but 

there’s nothing like “hitting pause” and taking some time for yourself with people you love.   

Don’t let distance keep you away!  We have the ability to Zoom people in for the day.  If you will be in need 

of Zooming. Please call Gayle Wilcox. 

Friday, January 15th – Saturday, January 16th - Over Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend we will join 

together for a short time Friday evening and continue all day Saturday at EGCC.  We are thrilled to 

welcome Rev. Terry Schmitt as our facilitator (and friend) for the weekend!  Additional details will be 

available as we get closer to the retreat weekend. 

Last year we were blessed with some first-time retreaters.  We hope for even more this year.  Retreats are 

a time to get to know each other on a deeper basis than fellowship after church allows.  We seek deeper 

relationships with each other and with our God.  We invite others to join us.  Friends and family members 

are welcome.  It would be wonderful to bring some new ideas and different gifts to our retreats.  We enjoy 

scripture, learning, questioning, fellowship, food, fun and simply getting closer as believers in Jesus Christ. 

Retreats are like extended Café Church sessions.  Please consider making these special days a calendar 

priority.  We ask that you pray on gathering with us in October and January.  You may join in-person or 

virtually online.  YOU are welcome…We’d love to have you!   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4AACAE2DA0FACE9-64514587-sunday#/


Open and Affirming (ONA) News 
 

 
Happy Anniversary to us!  Yes, believe it or not, it 
was just about 2 years ago on Sunday, September 
29th that our church voted to officially become Open 
& Affirming. 
 
Here are some dates our nation celebrates in 
October that bring awareness of inclusion of all of 
God's children.  In that spirit: 
 
October 1 — International Day of Older Persons 
We celebrate the wisdom, experiences, and 
contributions of older adults in our families, 
churches, and communities. May we continue to 
create spaces where people of every age are valued, heard, and treated with dignity. 
October 11 — National Coming Out Day  
Today we celebrate the courage of LGBTQ+ people who share their authentic selves with others. As 
an Open & Affirming community, may we continue to be a place where every person is welcomed, 
loved, and free to live honestly and fully. 
October 17 — International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
Poverty affects individuals, families, and communities in ways that can limit opportunity and dignity. 
We are called to notice those who are struggling, challenge systems that perpetuate poverty, and 
work toward a world where everyone has what they need to flourish. 
 
Wishing you a blessed October, 
 
Your Open & Affirming Team, 
Kate Boyer, James Crocker, Jan Gibson, Aaron Weaver and Gayle Wilcox 

 

Bible Book Study Group 
The Bible Book Study Group is reading Always A Guest by Barbara Brown Taylor. We meet every 
Tuesday on ZOOM from 1 – 3 PM. Brown Taylor is an Episcopal priest, professor, author, and 
theologian. She is one of the most well-known ministers in the world. This book gives several of her 
guest sermons. She provides provocative, creative and yet down-to-earth interpretations of scripture 
with stories and examples that speak to our lives. We have read several of her other books and 
enjoyed them immensely so this was nominated and agreed upon by the group to start this fall. 

We welcome all for an interesting and lively discussion. All points of view are welcome or just come 
and listen. We have already read several of Brown's books and really enjoyed our interactions with 
them. 

Contact Edie Doherty or Grace Kingsbury if you would like to join for a few meetings or the entire 
book or longer. 



Mission & Outreach 
Hello from the Missions and Outreach Ministry! See below for ways your Time, 

 Talents and Treasures are making an impact in East Granby and around the world.   
 

Upcoming Give Back Opportunities 

• October is usually when we would host our blanket making party. M&O is having a hard time 

finding reasonably priced blanket materials. If anyone has any ideas for locating reasonably 

priced fleece, please reach out to any member of M&O. This is a great outreach that supports our 

local elderly communities. Your help is appreciated! 

September Giving 

• EGCC purchased 20 Preschool mums and donated them to the residents of Higley and 
Metacomet Village. Together, these two housing facilities provide over 70 units for senior 
housing. 

• EGCC funded our annual Nursery School Scholarship. This will be used to assist multiple 
families to be able to afford for their child to be a part of the Nursery School Program. 

 

Continuous Missions and Outreach News 

• Do you see what I see? Be on the lookout for new friends arriving in the Nativity Scene after 
Thanksgiving!  

• Missions and Outreach will be hosting Coffee Hour for the month of November. Looking forward 
to seeing everyone there and celebrating this awesome church community.  

• Clothing Shed - EGCC earns money based on the volume of clothes donated to the clothing 
shed. Keep spreading the word and helping support EGCC one bag of clothes at a time! 

• Tee Shirts available - EGCC shirts available. Donations accepted but not required. Reach out to 
any member of Missions and Outreach for more info. 

• EGCC hosts a Red Cross Blood Drive once a month. Thank you, Maddox, for helping with set-

up and clean-up! You can schedule an appointment by phone 1-800-RED CROSS—1-800-733-

2767 or on line https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time. No walk-ins allowed 

 

 

The Food Pantry is currently in need of the following items: 

cereal, hearty soups, Chef Boyardee, black beans, stewed & crushed tomatoes, 

tomato paste, boxed pasta, pasta sauce, canned peas, canned carrots. If you 

have any questions please feel free to contact Leona Beavins.  

Thank you for all your help! 

 

 

tel:1-800-733-2767
tel:1-800-733-2767
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time


Asset Ministry 

 

Our Season of Generosity 

There Our Hearts Will Be 

Sunday, October 4th will be our “kick off” Sunday. The 
message will be lay-led, as our church family shares 
the thoughts on their hearts.  Your Season of 
Generosity packet will be available for pick-up on that 
day.  
Our Season of Generosity will culminate on 
Sunday, November 1st. On that Sunday we will have 
the opportunity to pledge our time, talents and 
treasure to God as individuals and as a church family 
virtually, or in-person, bonded together by our shared 
faith in Jesus Christ. In the days and weeks to come, 
please spend some of your quiet time with God seeking 
direction as to how best you can serve our church 
family, our community, our world and your God. 
 
Packets will include some informative documents and pledge cards for time, talents and treasure.  
The pledge cards may be presented in person on Commitment Sunday or delivered/mailed to the 
church any time prior to that.  Your financial pledges are held in confidence and known only to the 
Income Recorder.  Please feel free to share your comments or ask questions.  You may contact 
Gayle Wilcox. 
 
As you pray, contemplating how God would like you to serve Him, please focus on some of 
our church’s needs.  How do your talents and skillsets fit into God’s plan for your journey?  Where 
do your passions lie?  Are you organizationally talented?  Have you ever thought about EGCC 
Leadership, serving as a Vice Moderator or on a Ministry Team?  We are also in need of some folks 
who are good with numbers and/or spreadsheets.   
ALL gifts are important.  Our Time and Talents are equally important to that of our Treasure.  If you 
have questions and/or are so moved to throw your hat in the ring, please contact either Tessa Hecht 
or Gayle Wilcox.   
 
Please include our Season of Generosity as part of your prayer time. 
 
Many Thanks, 
 
Tessa Hecht and Gayle Wilcox 
 

 



Gatherers 

Calling all Cookie Lovers and Bakers! 

Believe it or not, it’s less than 3 months until Christmas and even less until our annual fun(d) raiser, 

Cookies by the Pound. It will be held on Saturday, December 12th, with a snow date of December 

13th. We have been doing this for years and it is very popular.  Folks line up at the door well before 

we open.  It is a rather easy thing to do at your convenience…make cookies!  It may seem a bit early 

to be thinking about Christmas cookies, but this might be a good time to stock up on some non-

perishable ingredients as part of your weekly shopping.   

Still under Judy Goff’s guidance we are the co-chairs of CBTP. Judy encourages everyone to take 

part and recommends everyone make at least 5-10 dozen cookies!  It is such a special thing to do 

with your children (of all ages)!  The past two years a group of young women had a cookie baking 

party – a wonderful time was had by all and their cookies were great! You can even get a group 

together and bake them at the church! So, mark your calendars and make some Christmas Cookie 

plans! 

Thank you, Becca Dean and Gayle Wilcox 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—April 17, 2027 EGCC TAG SALE and 
coffee cup raffle 

I am reaching out to hopefully organize a small committee to work with me throughout the next seven 
months in preparation for the big day. We need to plan advanced advertising, organize and price the 
donated items, and sort into categories for easy shopping.  Please reach out to me at church if you 
have a little time in your busy days when you could share your expertise and experience with me.  

Thanks, Sandy Barrachina 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

October 2026 Newsletter 

Hello everyone! I hope you have all enjoyed the first month of Sunday School! Let me know what 

you’ve liked and what you would like to see more of! 

Bible Story 

Paul the Prisoner – Shipwreck! 

Batchelor, Mary, and John Haysom. The Children’s Bible: In 365 Stories. Tring, Lion, 1985. 

 

Paul was kept in custody for several years. 

From time to time he was called to defend himself 

before the Roman governor, but his case was never 

settled. 

At last, he said, “I appeal to Caesar.” 

As a Roman citizen he had the right to have his 

case heard in Rome by the emperor himself. 

“Very well,” the governor agreed, “to Rome you 

shall go.” 

He was handed over to Julius, the Roman 

centurion in charge of prisoners bound for Rome. 

Julius took a great liking to Paul. Some of Paul’s 

friends, including Luke, went with him at their own 

expense. 

At first the sea was calm, but when the wind 

changed, the captain had difficulty getting their 

ship to port. It was autumn, and during the rough 

winter storms, ships used to stay in a safe haven. 

“Don’t sail any further,” Paul advised. “I know 

that we shall all face disaster if we go in with this 

voyage.” 

But the owner of the ship wanted to get the 

cargo on its way and the captain was eager to sail 

on, too. Julius paid more attention to them than to 

Paul, the landlubber. Besides, the wind was right 

for them to set off. 

But they had not gone far when the fair wind 

changed to a fierce northeaster. It howled and 

shrieked in the rigging and bore down on the ship’s 

timbers. Heavy seas lashed the decks. 

The crew worked feverishly, roping down the 

loose fittings and securing the ship’s boat. Then 

they threw cargo and equipment overboard to 

lighten the ship. 

For days and nights on end they could see 

neither sun nor moon, but in any case it was 

impossible to steer the ship. They left it to drift, 

driven by the wind and battered by waves. The 

anxious crew and the frightened, seasick 

passengers were sure that they would never see 

dry land again. 

Then Paul called everyone together. 

“You should have taken my advice,” he 

reminded them. “But don’t give up hope. The God 

whom I serve appeared to me last night. He has 

promised me that everyone will arrive safe on land. 

And I believe God!” 

That very night the sailors found that the sea 

was shallower. They took soundings and were 

certain that land must be near. Once morning 

came, they might be able to steer the ship ashore. 

But they planned instead to escape themselves, 

then and there. 

Paul saw them trying to launch the ship’s boat 

and told Julius. “Stop them going – or we won’t be 

able to get the ship to land.” So, Julius ordered 

them back. 

Then Paul said, “We’ve had nothing to eat for a 

long time.” So he took food, thanked God for it, 

and set them an example by eating some himself. 

Everyone else ate, too, and felt better for it. Then 

they waited eagerly for morning to come.

 



Discussion Questions 

 

 

How do you think Paul felt throughout this story? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you think you would have done on that ship? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What lesson are you meant to take from this story? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activity Pages 



 



 



Upcoming Sunday School Events 

October 3rd 
• Youth Group Community Service Project: Pumpkins will be arriving in 

Granby. Youth Group will be helping to unload the truck. Time to be decided. 
Contact Sarah Pradham at sarahgranbyucc@gmail.com with any questions. 

October 4th 
• Regular Sunday School and World Communion Day 

October 11th 
• Café Church and Sunday School 

October 18th 
• Regular Sunday School 
• Youth Group: EGCC doing an art project 

October 24th and 25th 
• Community Service Project: CITN cooking and serving 

October 25th 

• Family Worship 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen.

 

 

Many Blessings!  

Love, Ms. Rose, Ms. Erin, and Ms. Tessa

mailto:sarahgranbyucc@gmail.com


The Preschool Preamble 
Classroom Corner: September’s All About Me, Feelings & Our Community! 

What a wonderful start to the new school year we have had at EGCCNS! The children have made 
such a wonderful transition into our classroom! We’ve had so much fun this month celebrating the 
wonderful things that make each of our students unique! The kids have loved exploring all the 
amazing things their bodies can do and learning what makes everyone special. 

 

This coming week, we’re diving into the world of feelings. Through 
story time and interactive discussions, songs and art, we’ll be 
exploring different emotions and learning healthy ways to express 
them. We’re also gearing up for some hands-on fun! In a few weeks, 
we’ll be taking a field trip to the local library, and hopefully add a 
stop to the fire station on the community map. While reading about 
our neighborhood is great, getting to explore it in person makes the 
experience truly come alive for the kids! 

 
Thank YOU! A big thank you to Rev. Dr. Sandra Fischer for 
inviting us to church this past Sunday! It was wonderful to meet 
and chat with so many members of the congregation after the 
service. We would love to welcome you into our classroom! If 
you'd like to read a story, join us for art time, share a talent or 
lend a hand in the garden, please reach out to us at 
EGCCNS9@gmail.com. We’d be thrilled to have you visit! 

Save the Dates! 

Sunday October 4th from 11:30-12:15 pm: 
EGCCNS Preschool Playground Ribbon Cutting:  

Please Join us in Thanking all who helped! 

Saturday November 21st from 11am-3pm:  
Third Annual Holiday Vendor Fair. 
If you have a small maker and creator business or wish to set up a 
table and sell items, please contact us! 

Open Enrollment for the 2026-2027 School Year: If you know anyone who has a preschool-
age child looking for a school, please send them our way! We still have spots left in both our 
Salamander (3-year-old) and Blue Bird (4- and 5-year-old) classes! 
https://egccns9.wixsite.com/egccns-preschool 

We still have more mums! If you are interested in purchasing mums we are 
running a Duck Derby Day Sale- 2 for $20 and get the 3rd one free! Contact us at 
EGCCNS9@gmail.com 

Have a great month ahead! – Jackie and Linda 

mailto:EGCCNS9@gmail.com
https://egccns9.wixsite.com/egccns-preschool
mailto:EGCCNS9@gmail.com


Celebrating Our Members 

 
 

 

October Birthdays & Anniversaries 

10/02 Kathleen Bauerle  10/24 Kris & Aaron Weaver 
10/04 Sally Farley   10/28 Richard & Jeanne Daggett 
10/07 Gayle Wilcox      
10/12 David Houghton     
10/14 Sandy Houghton     
10/15 Sam Rhodes      
10/21 Linda Harrold      
10/23 Ricky Bortz      
10/27 Bob Perkins      

 
Apologies to anyone we miss, let Karen know so she can keep our files up to date. 

 
Open and Affirming Covenant 

 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!” 

 
We, the East Granby Congregational Church (EGCC), value and welcome a diverse congregation.  In 

keeping with our Vision, Identity and Mission statement, EGCC strives to follow the teachings of 

Jesus and demonstrate God’s love.  It is in this spirit that we endeavor to create a safe space for all of 

God’s beloved children. We are an Open and Affirming congregation with love and respect for all 

persons regardless of age, ethnicity, race, nationality, marital status, family configuration, political 

affiliation, economic circumstance, mental or physical ability, sexual orientation, gender expression or 

gender identity. We celebrate the God-given gifts that each person brings, share in the sacraments 

and invite all to join us as we journey together relying upon the unconditional nature of God’s love and 

grace as our guiding light.  

 

Vision, Identity and Mission Statement 
 

East Granby Congregational Church, UCC, is called to nurture the joy and fullness of Creation with 
Encouragement, Inclusion and Compassion.  Following the teachings of Jesus, we will demonstrate 
God's love and actively invite all to join us on this journey. 
 
We are led by our core values of Faith, Acceptance, Community and Love. 
We fulfill our calling through Prayer, Worship, Engagement and Service 



EGCC Information 
 
 

Staff        Officers 
Pastor:   Rev. Dr. Sandra Lea Fischer  Moderator, Council Chair: Adah Todd 
Christian Education Director: Rose Pizzoferrato  Vice-Moderator:   Jan Gibson 
Sunday School Teacher: Erin Lampron   Treasurer:   Gene Wilmot 
Director of Music:  Matthew Sczurek   
Administrative Assistant: Karen Handville    

 
Ministry Chairpersons 
 

Human Resources:  Rebecca Dean   Missions & Outreach:  Kathy Mock 
Spiritual Formation:  Dave Houghton   Expense Recorder:  Dave Harrold 
Worship & Caring:  Kim Hecht   Income Recorder:  Pam Turner 
Asset Mngmt:   Mike Hecht    

 
Key Church Communication Info 

 
Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9 am – 2 pm   Phone: 860-653-2987 
Email:  Office@egchurch.org 
  Pastoregcc@gmail.com 
 
Mailing Address:        Web Site www.egchurch.org   
 East Granby Congregational Church, UCC  For Donations: Mail checks, Donate on the Website 
 P.O. Box 390       or use QR Code: 
 East Granby, CT 06026     
  

Meeting Information  
EGCC Ministry meetings are held as scheduled by the Ministry Chairperson. 
EGCC Council meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month. 
Contact the Council or Ministry Chairperson if you wish to attend. 
 

Beacon Information 
The Beacon is published on the 1st of each month with the exception of August.  Beacon Deadline for articles 
is the 23rd of the month for next month’s publication.  A Word document is the preferred format for submitted 
articles and will be subject to editing/formatting.   
 
The Beacon is published on the first day of each month, except in August. Articles for publication must be 
submitted by the 23rd of the preceding month. Submissions should be provided in Microsoft Word format 
whenever possible. All articles are subject to editing and formatting prior to publication. 
Articles should be sent to Karen at: Office@egchurch.org 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunities:  
Sign-up at egchurch.org, use the links in the eblast, or click the links below. 
 

Sunday Sanctuary Flowers: or contact Karen in the office. 

Sunday Worship Teams need Lay Leaders, Ushers, and Greeters; or talk to Pat Lang 

Sunday School Shepherds or talk to Rose Pizzoferrato, Christian Education Coordinator 
 

mailto:Office@egchurch.org
http://www.egchurch.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ab2aa1ffc61-egcc2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4faca628abf49-worship#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4AACAE2DA0FACE9-64514587-sunday#/

