
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pastors Message 
 

Ecclesiastes 11:7-8a 

Light is sweet, and it pleases the eyes to see the sun. 

However many years anyone may live, let them enjoy them all. 

 

Friends, 

Just a quick note to remind you all that I will be on my summer sabbatical through August 19th.  I will 

be spending my time in the summer sun visiting family in Colorado, Vermont, West Virginia and 

Wisconsin.  (It's a summer of planes, trains and automobiles!). I hope that you too have the 

opportunity to enjoy some special time with friends and family.  Until we are together again, may you 

experience the warmth of God's love in the days ahead. 

 

Blessings to overflow, 

Rev. Sandra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Council Corner 
Happy summer to all. I hope the summer season gives everyone the chance to relax and rejuvenate 
and get ready for the second half of 2025. We wish Sandra all the best during her Summer 
Sabbatical.  

The Council met in June to discuss several important subjects: 

Pastoral Search Challenges and Budget Considerations:  

The council discussed the pastoral search process and the challenges of finding a part-time pastor. 
Rebecca Dean, HRM, is leading the Search Team and provided an update on their progress. Becca 
will be providing periodic updates to the congregation via The Beacon.  

Parsonage:  

As mentioned in past Beacon articles, the possible agreement with the EG Fire Department 
Association did not become a viable solution for the parsonage. The Trustees continue to explore 
other options. They did consider donating the parsonage to a non-profit but found that organizations 
have strict rules that would have put a financial burden on the church. The cost of demolition 
continues to climb and is not a viable option as well. We will likely have an All-Church meeting in 
August to present new options which may include selling the parsonage and the immediate land 
surrounding it. In the meantime, the EG Police department suggested that we provide more lighting 
upkeep of the parsonage so that it does not appear to be abandoned. This has been completed.  

Elevator Project Funds and Costs:  

Gene reported that the expected start date for the elevator upgrade of 8/25/25. He is making calls to 
see if electronic work can begin sooner.  

Other Church Updates:  

The EG Fire Department has advised us that we should be conducting periodic Fire Drills and ensure 
everyone knows how to evacuate the building. We are looking for dates in the Fall.  

The officers, trustees and SFM are working on a revised Safe Conduct & Abuse Prevention policy as 
recommended by our insurance carrier.  

Lastly, the SNEUCC has provided us with information about protecting the privacy of worshippers. To 
that end, and working with the Tech Team, notices will be placed throughout our facility and a 
reminder in each Sunday bulletin stating: Portions of this worship service or other church events are 
made available digitally for those who cannot attend in person and footage from this worship service 
or event may be streamed live, recorded and stored on our website, You-Tube and used in marketing 
materials for our Church and community. If you do not wish to have your likeness recorded, 
streamed, or photographed please inform an usher who can seat you appropriately out of the view of 
the cameras. 

As always, please reach out to Jan Gibson or me with any questions, comments, or concerns. Have a 
blessed day.  

In His Steps,  

Adah Todd 

EGCC Moderator 



Open and Affirming (ONA) News 
 

 

 
 
We are official!  We are now a recognized Open and Affirming UCC church! 

Keep your eyes open for new and exciting ways of our expressions of welcome to all.  

Here are some important July dates that involve inclusion of all of God's children.   

In that spirit: 

 

Disability Pride Month (All of July) 

We celebrate the dignity and strength of people with disabilities this month. As an inclusive church, 

we honor accessibility and affirm that all bodies and minds reflect God’s image. 

July 14- International Non-Binary People’s Day  

This day celebrates those whose gender identity is beyond the binary. We affirm that all gender 

expressions are holy and reflect the fullness of God’s creation. 

July 30- International Day of Friendship  

A global reminder that friendship builds peace. We give thanks for connections that cross differences 

and reflect Christ’s love for all. 

 

Wishing you a blessed summer, 

Your Open & Affirming Team, Kate Boyer, James Crocker, Jan Gibson, Aaron Weaver and Gayle 

Wilcox 

 



Worship & Caring 
 

July 6    Communion with Rev. Craig Cowing  

July 13   Worship with Candace Low 

July 20   Worship with Rev. Marilyn Kendrix 

July 27   Worship with Rev. Craig Cowing and guest pianist Asher Scarlato  

 

Music Director  
Somehow, I blinked and summer arrived. As I got in my car today and 

saw the thermometer reading 103°, I couldn’t help but feel especially 

grateful that I finally figured out how to work the air conditioning in the CEC room! 

I want to take a moment to offer heartfelt thanks to all the wonderful musicians who helped make 

Music Sunday on June 15th such a memorable and meaningful experience. From the singers and 

instrumentalists to those who supported us behind the scenes, your talent, preparation, and passion 

truly lifted our worship and brought the Spirit to life through sound. It was a beautiful reminder of how 

music deepens our connection to one another and to God. 

To every member of the vocal choir, bell choir, and praise band—thank you. Your willingness to share 

your gifts with our congregation brings such richness to our church life, and I am deeply grateful for 

each of you. 

As we step into the quieter rhythms of summer, I hope to continue our music ministry in more flexible 

ways. While our regular choir schedules take a break, there are still many opportunities to make 

music together. If you’re interested in singing or playing during a service—whether it’s a solo, small 

group, or something in between—please reach out to me. I’d love to help find a way for you to share 

your gifts with the congregation. 

Wishing you all a joyful, restful, and music-filled summer. 

Matt 

Music Director 

 
Worship & Caring and Officers will host the Coffee Hour for July. 



Mission & Outreach 
 

Ongoing Missions and Outreach Activities 
 

• Clothing Shed - EGCC earns money based on the volume of clothes donated.  

• EGCC Tee Shirts will be available on Sept 7 - We will be wearing them for Coming Home 

Sunday on September 14. 

• EGCC hosts a Red Cross Blood Drive every month! The next ones are July 8 & August 12 

You can schedule an appointment by phone 800-REDCROSS/800-733-2767 or online 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time. No walk-ins allowed 

 

 

A Huge Heads Up! Hartford Thank You!!!!! 

Once again we had an awesome camp this year, life-changing for teens and adults alike.  This is the 

21st year that our church has supported this unique outreach to the community that promotes youth 

leadership and the celebration of diversity. HUH consumed all the snacks that you donated.  Thank 

you!  The Missions and Outreach donation as well as financial donations from individual members 

allowed HUH to continue to subsidize campers unable to afford the full tuition.  Thank you!  Most of all 

your prayers of support are the wind beneath the HUH wings.  Thank you! 

It is our hope that we may have some EGCC campers next year, youth graduating from 8th grade 
through 12th grade in 2026 are eligible…something to pray on.  Many, many thanks dear church 
family! 

 

 

The Food Pantry is currently in need of the following items: 
Pasta sauce, hearty soups, Chef Boyardee, canned mixed vegetables, 
cereal and red kidney beans. If you have any questions please feel free 
to contact Leona Bevins. Thank you for all your help! 
 

 

 

 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time


Friday Night Book Group 
Greetings from the Friday Night Book Group. Our next meeting will be on Friday July 11. We are 
reading The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. Join us for an evening of good company and 
interesting conversation.  
 

 
Spiritual Formation Ministry 
 

Moments with Rose 
 
The 2024/2025 Sunday School year has come to a close. This has been an exciting year as Tess 
and I have joined the team, and the Sunday School relocated upstairs. All of the children adjusted to 
these changes ever so gracefully. Without the support of our teachers, Shepherds, and 
congregation, these smooth transitions would not have been possible. 
Don’t forget to register for the 2025/2026 year, and please take a few moments to fill out the 
anonymous parent survey that will be going out via email soon, so we can learn where the CEC 
program has opportunities for growth and improvement! 
We hope you have a happy, sunny, and safe summer, and we will see you all in the fall! 
 
Rose Pizzoferrato 
Christian Education Coordinator 

 

Lectio Divina 

Meets the first Saturday of the month via Zoom. We don’t take the summer off! God’s word speaks to 
each of us differently and we learn so much from each other.  You don’t need to commit to every 
Saturday morning, come only when you are able.  WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU JOIN US!!!! 

The First Saturday morning of the month from 9 to 10:30 am via Zoom so that those out of state can 
still attend. 

Topic: the Scripture for the following Sunday worship (that makes it fun to compare the preacher’s 
interpretation of the scripture to ours) 

How do I join: please contact Edie Doherty, Carl Pitney and/or Gayle Wilcox – we will add you to the 
Zoom invitation. 

Upcoming Saturday dates: July 6th and Aug. 2nd, & Sept. 6th. 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

-2 Thessalonians 1:2 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Preschool Preamble 

Summer studies 

We are hard at work planning for this fall’s classes.  It is very exciting!  Each summer, we refine 

our program - assessing what worked well, what we’d like to add, what we’d like to change…  We 

don’t have a lot of news to share at present, but please mark down our fall mums sale on your 

calendars - we’ll be selling mums again both at Suffield on the Green and at the church, on 

September 6 & 7, 2025.  Our mums are locally grown, have beautiful blooms, and stay in bloom 

for a long time!  We’ll have pre-order forms available soon. 

Registration for 2025-2026: 

We’re excited to have so many new enrolled students lined up for the fall!  Our Salamanders class 

(3-year-olds) is full, with an active wait list.  We have several spots still available in our Bluebirds (4 

and 5-year-olds) M-W-F class.  Please tell friends and neighbors about our lovely preschool!  Our 

registration form is available here:  https://egccns9.wixsite.com/egccns-preschool  

 

 

Helping our Preschool 

We are always so grateful for all the ways that EGCC and the congregation help out our school.  

Are you interested in helping out?  Here’s how! 

1) Consider joining our Board!  The Board meets once per month. 

2) Donate something on one of our wish lists!   

Books: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1L4Q3G2M8C0WJ?ref_=wl_share 

Toys & Games: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/C7XWBHALJI8P?ref_=wl_share 

Classroom Supplies:   https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1I13HHIF7CJ68?ref_=wl_share 

 

Have a wonderful summer, and stay cool in the heat!   – Suzanne and Linda  

 

https://egccns9.wixsite.com/egccns-preschool
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1L4Q3G2M8C0WJ?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/C7XWBHALJI8P?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1I13HHIF7CJ68?ref_=wl_share


 

Open and Affirming Covenant 
 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here!” 

 
We, the East Granby Congregational Church (EGCC), value and welcome a diverse 
congregation.  In keeping with our Vision, Identity and Mission statement, EGCC strives to follow the 
teachings of Jesus and demonstrate God’s love.  It is in this spirit that we endeavor to create a safe 
space for all of God’s beloved children. We are an Open and Affirming congregation with love and 
respect for all persons regardless of age, ethnicity, race, nationality, marital status, family 
configuration, political affiliation, economic circumstance, mental or physical ability, sexual 
orientation, gender expression or gender identity. We celebrate the God-given gifts that each person 
brings, share in the sacraments and invite all to join us as we journey together relying upon the 
unconditional nature of God’s love and grace as our guiding light.  

 

 
 
 
 
Vision, Identity and Mission Statement 

 
East Granby Congregational Church, UCC, is called to nurture the joy and fullness of Creation with 
Encouragement, Inclusion and Compassion.  Following the teachings of Jesus, we will demonstrate 
God's love and actively invite all to join us on this journey. 
We are led by our core values of Faith, Acceptance, Community and Love. 
We fulfill our calling through Prayer, Worship, Engagement and Service. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EGCC Information 
Staff        Officers 
Pastor:   Rev. Dr. Sandra Lea Fischer  Moderator, Council Chair: Adah Todd 
Christian Education Director: Rose Pizzoferrato  Vice-Moderator:   Jan Gibson 
Sunday School Teachers: Erin Lampron & Tessa Hecht  Treasurer:   Gene Wilmot 
Director of Music  Matthew Sczurek   
Administrative Assistant: Karen Handville    

 
Ministry Chairpersons 
 

Human Resources:  Rebecca Dean   Missions & Outreach:  Kathy Mock 
Spiritual Formation:  Kate Boyer   Physical Resources:  Bill Hoerle 
Worship & Caring:  Kim Hecht   Income Recorders:  Pam Turner 
Expense Recorder:  Dave Harrold      and Dave Houghton 

Asset Mngmt:   Mike Hecht 
 

Key Church Communication Info 
 
Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9 am – 2 pm   Phone: 860-653-2987 
Email:  Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com 
  Pastoregcc@gmail.com 
 
Mailing Address:        Web Site www.egchurch.org   
 East Granby Congregational Church, UCC  For Donations: Mail checks, Donate on the Website 
 P.O. Box 390       or use QR Code: 
 East Granby, CT 06026     
  

Meeting Information  
EGCC Ministry meetings are held as scheduled by the Ministry Chairperson. 
EGCC Council meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month. 
Contact the Council or Ministry Chairperson if you wish to attend. 
 

Beacon Information 
The Beacon is published on the 1st of each month.  Beacon Deadline for articles is the 23rd of the month for 
next month’s publication.  A Word document is the preferred format for submitted articles and will be subject 
to editing/formatting.  Articles should be sent to Karen at: Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunities Sign-up at egchurch.org or use the links below. 
 

Sunday Sanctuary Flowers: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ab2aa1ffc61-egcc2#/ 

Or Contact Karen in the office. 
 

Sunday Worship Teams need Lay Leaders, Ushers, Greeters. To sign up, go to: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4faca628abf49-worship#/  
 

Sunday School Shepherds are needed. To sign up, go to:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ab2aa1ffc61-egcc#/  

 

mailto:Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
http://www.egchurch.org/
mailto:Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ab2aa1ffc61-egcc2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4faca628abf49-worship#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ab2aa1ffc61-egcc#/

