


Pastors Message

Friends,

March brings a change to our world. We have the start of daylight savings time, the first day of
Spring, and this year the start of Lent. With all the disorienting and overwhelming events taking

place in our personal and political lives, Lent offers us the spiritual sustenance to meet the moment.

As we enter the season of Lent, we are invited into a sacred journey of self-reflection, repentance,
and spiritual renewal. Lent is a 40-day period (not including Sundays) that begins on Ash
Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday, the day before Easter. It mirrors the 40 days that Jesus

spent fasting and praying in the wilderness, preparing for his public ministry.

Lent is not just a time of giving something up; it's a time of giving something fo God — a time to
deepen our relationship with God. It is a period when we are called to intentionally make space in
our lives for the Holy Spirit to work in us, transforming us more into the likeness of Christ. This year
Worship and Caring will offer multiple ways to support you in the Lenten journey. These include
services on Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday, weekly Lenten studies, access to a devotional
booklet and cards, and a self-led retreat on Good Friday. Please take advantage of these wonderful

offerings.

May this Lenten season be a time for each of us to grow closer to God and to reflect God'’s love in
the world around us. Let us take this opportunity to renew our hearts and minds, so that we can

joyfully celebrate the resurrection on Easter Sunday.

Blessings to overflow,

Rev. Sandra



Council Corner

February was the kickoff of our new council for 2025! Welcome to
our newest members. Kate Boyer is the new chairperson of the Spiritual Formation Ministry and
Janice Gibson is our new Vice Moderator. The other chairpersons are returning from last year. We
are looking forward to the work ahead of us to help our church be successful. We will seek to be
curious, creative and courageous Christians in all that we do.

As a recap of our February Council Meeting, we focused on preparation for the open
discussion regarding the Bylaws that was held on Feb 23 and planning for the Special All-Church
Meeting on March 9 to review and accept the proposed revised Bylaws of the East Granby
Congregational Church. As noted in the amended warning, we added the agenda item to vote to
approve the expenditure of up to $135,000 to upgrade and modernize our 43-year-old elevator.

Human Resources will draft an updated covenant with Pastor Sandra to extend the designated
term into the fall of 2026. Council and Human Resources have agreed to start a Search Team to
find a part-time Pastor. The Pastor Search Team working in conjunction with Human Resources,
and SNEUCC guidelines, will be responsible for reviewing and updating the Church Profile, then to
start the search by posting the position and interview candidates for the position, ultimately making
a recommendation for hire. While we are blessed to have more time with Sandra, we also know the
preparation and process of searching can be lengthy. We are continuing to seek members for the
Search Team. If you have interest serving on the Pastor Search Team, please contact Adah Todd
or Rebecca Dean.

Are you a history buff?? We are seeking members that would be interested in representing
EGCC as a volunteer on the East Granby town committee being formed to celebrate our country’s
250th Independence Day on the 4th of July 2026.

We are also seeking members to assist in the preparation of articles for the Talk Turkey and
other social media to promote the role that the East Granby Congregational Church has played in
this community since 1737. We want the community to know who we are and the cornerstone that
we have been in our town’s history. Please let the Adah or Jan know if you would be interested in
helping.

As always, please reach out to Jan Gibson or me with any questions, comments or concerns.
Have a blessed day.
In His Steps,

Adah Todd
EGCC Moderator



EGCC has a LONG history in East Granby

The Turkey Hills Ecclesiastical Society was the original name for our church.
Have you seen this stone marking the location of the first building used for worship?

It is located on South Main Street across from the fire house and in front of the ambulance building.

This pewter beaker is believed to be the first communion cup of the church. It was made by Thomas
Danforth probably about 1740. Note the hallmarks on the cup which help identify the maker.

Almost 300 years of history. Just think about how many Communion Services that means.



Worship & Caring Ministry

On Sunday, Fepruary 23rd we finally had our Potato
and Cake Sunday event to celebrate our many
volunteers and raise money for the elevator
modernization project. Special thank you to Jan, CIiff,
Gayle, Pam, Marge and Lenny who pulled it off, and
Frank for getting the ovens started!



LENT SCHEDULE

MARCH 5 - Lenten book study begins and runs every Wednesday at noon until April 16th.
Email Pastor Sandra at pastoregcci@gmail.com for the Zoom link if you would like to join. The
devotional booklet needed for this study is available in the church or at any Sunday service.

March § - Pot Luck Dinner - Please join us for some delicious food and fellowship at 6 pm
before Ash Wednesday Service.

March § - Ash Wednesday Service 7 pm
March 9th - First Sunday of Lent - Rev Ricki Aiello will lead us in service

March 16 - Second Sunday of Lent - Cafe Church “ I've Been Meaning to Ask Where are you
From™

March 23rd - Third Sunday of Lent -Youth Sunday

March 30th - Fourth Sunday of Lent - Bell Choir

April 6th - Fifth Sunday of Lent - Annual Easter egg hunt with our famous delicious pot luck.
April 13th - Sixth Sunday of Lent - Palm Sunday

April17th - Pot Luck Dinner - Please join us for some delicious food and fellowship, 6 pm
before Maundy Thursday Service.

April 17th - Maundy Thursday Service 7 pm.

April 18th - Good Friday - Worship and Caring will have a self-guided meditative service from
5:30-7:00

April 20th - Easter Sunday




Join Us at the Cross

We invite EVERYONE to offer a prayer at the cross just outside, between the fence
and the sidewalk. Members, passersby, and friends — everyone of any age is
welcome to visit the cross, say a prayer and then leave a ribbon tied to the structure
as a visual representation of your sacred Lenten journey. You are welcome to bring
your own (climate friendly) ribbon, one that holds special meaning for you or use
ribbon that has been donated. Ribbons are located outside in the bag attached to the
stake, on the opposite side of the sidewalk from the cross. The cross will be in place
from now through Easter Sunday, April 20th.

All are welcome to participate in this transformational activity of prayer,
renewal, fellowship and hope.

The Worship & Caring & Officers will host the Coffee Hour for March.




Mission & Outreach

Hello from the Missions and Outreach Ministry! We are excited to welcome Amy Baildon to our
team! Amy has been an active supporter of our monthly Blood Drive and managing the clothing shed.
Amy, we welcome you to the Missions and Outreach Ministry as we continue to seek ways to come
together and support God’s vision.

February Giving

This month’s donations went to support the following:

e Friend to Friend Pantry Easter Gift Card Program provides gift cards to families in need so
they can purchase the necessary meal items to celebrate Easter with their loved ones.

¢ One Great Hour of Sharing supports millions by help them gain access to sustainable food
sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunities to become self-sustaining around
the world.

e The Appalachian Service Project offers disaster recovery and rebuilds support to families on the
Mid-East coastline. More than 20 new houses are built every year and over 350 families are
helped with home repairs. This donation will specifically assist those in need after the local
flooding in the area.

Volunteer Opportunity!
Save The Date

Mark your calendar for the following upcoming events and
Keep an eye out for sign-up sheets on the Mission and Outreach board.
April 26" — Women'’s Club 5K Ridge Run, EGCC will continue to host the water table.
April 26™ - EGCC Rummage Sale

Continuous Missions and Outreach News

e Clothing Shed - EGCC earns money based on the volume of clothes donated to the clothing
shed. Keep spreading the word and help support EGCC one bag of clothes at a time! Every dollar
raised goes to support the Elevator Project.

e Tee Shirts available - EGCC tee shirts available. Donations accepted but are not required.
Reach out to any member of Missions and Outreach for more info.

e EGCC hosts a Red Cross Blood Drive every month! You can schedule an appointment by phone
800-RED CROSS/800-733-2767 or online https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time.
No walk-ins allowed



https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time

) The Food Pantry is currently in need of the following items:
tomato soup, cereal, canned carrots, canned mixed vegetables, Chef-
Boyardee, small canned chicken, stewed tomatoes, individual snacks, decaf
tea, regular black tea, hot chocolate, tomato paste, & crushed tomatoes. If
'Pvim J +o 'Fvim A you have any questions please feel free to contact Leona Bevins or Joe

Doering our Friend to Friend liaison. Thank you for all your help!
Food Pantry & Thrift Shop

The Gatherers

Our annual Rummage Sale will be held on Saturday, April 26, from 9am-2pm. Set-up will be Friday,
April 25, from 10am until we finish. We will need many hands to help, especially on Friday. Sorting
and marking is always the biggest task. All are invited. We will accept anything except large
furniture, electronics, and clothes. You can begin bringing in your goodies toward the end of March.
Place items in the CEC in the stage room (I believe that is Room 8). If you have a price already, just
put a sticker on the item. Anything valuable, like jewelry, please hold onto to until the time of the
Rummage Sale. Questions, Judy Goff. P.S. | am still looking for someone to shadow me to learn
the ropes.

Judy Goff

Bible Book Study - 1:00 M Tuesday via zoom

ALL ARE WELCOME! No knowledge of the bible is needed, just a desire to get-to-know others,
read, discuss, and learn about God and how He works in our lives by looking at how he has worked
in others. We share doubts, challenges, faith, and friendship.

In March, we continue reading The Time is Now by Joan Chittister.
4.6 out of 5 stars 1,335 ratings & 4.1 on Goodreads 943 ratings

A beloved nun and social activist offers a soul-stirring guide for all who feel
disillusioned and dissatisfied with the power-hungry institutions and systems
of this world. In The Time Is Now, Sister Joan Chittister—a rabble-rousing
force of nature for social justice and fervent proponent of personal faith and
spiritual fulfilment—draws on the wisdom of prophets, both ancient and
modern, to help us confront the societal forces that oppress and silence the .
sacred voices among us. IN S VY
JOAN CHITTISTER

CENTHGE OF FAGTGAL EFRIIT

Join us in our journey at 1:00 PM on Tuesday via Zoom. Contact Grace
Kingsbury or Edie Doherty.


javascript:void(0)

Spiritual Formation Ministry

Palm Sunday Service April 13th
The children will be participating at the beginning of the church service by recreating Jesus’
- triumphal entry into Jerusalem. They will enter the church waving palms and distributing
“ them to the congregation while Jesus enters on the donkey.
Children should arrive at 9:30 to practice.
Drop off will be upstairs in the Buttaro Room.

Brunch/Potluck & Easter Egg Hunt* New Date April 6th

Due to the School Vacation Schedule, SFM decided to change the Brunch & Egg Hunt to April 6t
Please join us after church in the Fellowship Hall for fellowship & brunch.
We are asking, if possible, to bring in a brunch type item (ie: quiche,
strata, French toast casserole, fruit, bagels & cream cheese or breakfast
type pastries). Food can be brought to the kitchen before church. The
ovens & warmer will be on to keep cooked foods hot. Physical
5;-:3,{_ Resources & Human Resources will provide desserts.

~  We need people to help in the kitchen with set-up & clean up! If you
can help, it would be greatly appreciated!

There will be photo opportunities & an appearance from a special visitor!
After brunch, we will hold our Annual Easter Egg Hunt for our Sunday School children.
Please bring a basket for your child(ren) to collect the eggs.

*If you would like to donate a bag of wrapped candy ie: chocolates, Skittles, Starbursts, mini mixed
chocolates, or new mini toys/fidgets/stickers that will fit in the plastic eggs, it would be appreciated!
All candy needs to be brought to the Church Office by March 30t".

Any questions, call Magdalena Mackay or Rose Pizzoferrato

Moments with Rose

Hello all,

| hope everyone has been able to stay warm during the recent weather, if any of you enjoy ice
skating, | am sure you have enjoyed it! We are happy to be back in church and have missed our little
ones dearly.

Although now moved to March 23rd, Youth Sunday is quickly approaching, and we have not had
many families RSVP that their children will be attending. In order to ensure every child has a role, we
need to know who will be there. Please email me at rosep@egchurch.org to let me know if your child
will be joining us.

We are also looking forward to the annual Easter Egg Hunt and brunch on April 6th. If you would like
to donate egg fillers, or money to purchase them, you can see any member of the Spiritual
Formation Ministry or the CE staff.

Rose Pizzoferrato

Christian Education Coordinator



Lectio Divina

There is no better way to spend Lenten Saturday mornings than with Christian company gathered
together!!!!

God’s word speaks to each of us differently and we learn so much from each other. You don’t need
to commit to every Saturday morning, come only when you are able. WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE
YOU JOIN us!!!it

When: Every Saturday during Lent - Saturday mornings 9 to 10:30 AM
Where: via Zoom so that those out of state can still attend

Topic: the Scripture for the following Sunday worship (that makes it fun to compare the preacher’s
interpretation of the scripture to ours)

How do | join: please contact Edie Doherty, Carl Pitney and/or Gayle Wilcox— we will add you to the
Zoom invitation.

Upcoming Saturday dates: Mar 8™, Mar 15", Mar 22", Mar 29t Apr 5", Apr 12t and Apr 19%.

‘Grace to You and peace from Goo our Father and the Lordl Jesus Christ.”

-2 Thessalonilans 1:2

Friday Night Book Group

Greetings from the Friday Night Book Group! This month we are reading The Berry Pickers by
Amanda Peter's. It is an engaging novel about the disappearance of an indigenous child from The
berry fields in Maine. The story is told in the point of view of the child and her brother. We are
meeting on March 14th at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. Join us! If you would like a link to the Zoom meeting,

contact Cheryl Duade.



Black History Month- February 2025

Lemuel Haynes was born in West ®
Hartford, Connecticut on July 18, 1753. ’Ehﬂg pﬁﬁfe
His mother was a Scottish immigrant
indentured servant and his father was
an enslaved African American who lived
and served on the plantation of John Lemuel Haynes
Haynes. When both his parents
abandoned him, Haynes, an unwanted
infant, was assigned as an indentured
servant to the household of Deacon
David Rose of Granwville,
Massachusetts. He spent his days
working the farm, and his nights R
attending the plantation schools. A household Saturday evening custom was to read sermons from
the local church, and on one such evening Haynes read a rousing sermon. When he was asked
who was the author, he acknowledged that it was his own work. From that point Haynes was
frequently called upon to write, proofread, and preach sermons.

In 1776, he enlisted in the local farmers’ militia called the Minutemen. He and fellow militiamen
joined other Patriots at the siege of Boston, Haynes later became one of three African American
men assigned to Ethan Allen’s famed Green Mountain Boys.

After the war, Haynes returned to his farming duties at Granville, Massachusetts while continuing to
train in Theology. He studied Latin with the Rev. Daniel Farrand in New Canaan, Connecticut and
then Greek with Rev. William Bradford in Bloomfield (then Wintonbury), Connecticut. In November
of 1780, Haynes was licensed to preach and accepted a call at the Congregational Church of
Middle Granville, New York, making him the first African American minister of an all-white
congregation.

In 1785, he became the first ordained African American minister. After a courtship with Elizabeth
Babbitt, a white schoolteacher, the couple married and had ten children, Haynes remained in
Granville, New York until 1787, when he accepted a call at the West Parish congregation in
Rutland, Vermont where he remained for the next thirty-one years. In 1818, however, he was
dismissed from his Rutland parish due to this Federalist politics and criticism of the War of 1812.

During his years at Rutland, Haynes developed a reputation for evangelical Calvinist fervor and
staunch opposition to slavery and oppression. His dynamic sermons and essays which stressed
interracial benevolence, liberty, natural rights, and justice were distributed in newspapers
internationally, making him one of the first African Americans to be published. He also received an
honorary Master of Arts degree from Middlebury College at its second commencement in 1804, only
the fourth degree given by the school and the first ever to an African American.

Rev. Lemuel Haynes passed away at the age of 80 on September 28th, 1833. In 1975 his home in
South Granville, New York was designated a National Historic Landmark. As of 2009 the home is a
private residence.



The EGCCNS Preschool’s e
10! Annual COFFEE CUP RAFFLE is coming soon! 985,

\r
We will be having our Annual Raffle in conjunction
with the Rummage Sale on

Saturday April 26%
9am -2 pm

We will be setting up in the hallway leading to the Rummage Sale®©

Winners will be drawn at 2:00
You do not need to be present to win! Winners will be called to arrange for pick-up.

Please donate:

If you would like to donate an item for the raffle, we would greatly appreciate itt Some suggestions
would be toys, games, dolls, puzzles, candles, jewelry, homemade items, household items, artwork,
pottery, craft items, lotions, hand soaps, and gift cards for goods or services. We are accepting raffle
items and will be visiting community businesses to seek their support through gift cards & donations.
We look forward to another year of many exciting items to be raffled off!

Donations can be dropped off:

» in the Church Office Tuesday thru Friday 9 am to 2 pm and Sunday mornings; or at the

» EGCC Nursery/Preschool Monday thru Friday 8:30 am to noon.

Label your donation for the Raffle.
All items must be brought in by April 20t".

MANY THANKS for supporting our preschool and we look forward to seeing you April 26™ at the
Raffle & Rummage Sale!
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The Preschool Preamble
February: Love, Friendship, Equity, and Celebrating Black Lives

This month, we have been learning about friendship and love, and about Black inventors as we
dive into Black History Month. The children have loved making their own inventions in our “invention
lab” (sensory bin filled with supplies like tape, toilet paper tubes, straws, scraps of wrapping paper,
popsicle sticks, etc.) that they can take home.

“Welcome to EGCCNS y[F

Toﬁ]ay we will.  Preschoole
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We will have a kawm% -

Registration for 2025-2026:

Our Salamanders class (3-year-olds) is already filled for this fall - we’re so excited! We do have
a waiting list, and we also have several spots still available in our Bluebirds (4 and 5-year-olds) M-W-
F class. Please tell friends and neighbors with young children about our lovely preschool! People
may download our registration form on our website: https://egccns9.wixsite.com/egccns-preschool

Helping our Preschool

We are always so grateful for all the ways that EGCC and the congregation help out our school.
Are you interested in helping out? Here’s how!

1) Consider joining our Board! The Board meets once per month.
2) Donate something on one of our wish lists!

Books: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/1L4Q3G2M8COWJ?ref =wl share

Toys & Games: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/C7XWBHALJI8P?ref =wl_share

Classroom Supplies: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/1113HHIF7CJ687ref =wl share

Enjoy the snow and stay warm! — Suzanne and Linda


https://egccns9.wixsite.com/egccns-preschool
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1L4Q3G2M8C0WJ?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/C7XWBHALJI8P?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1I13HHIF7CJ68?ref_=wl_share

ONA Covenant

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!”

We, the East Granby Congregational Church (EGCC), value and welcome a diverse

congregation. In keeping with our Vision, Identity and Mission statement, EGCC strives to follow the
teachings of Jesus and demonstrate God’s love. It is in this spirit that we endeavor to create a safe
space for all of God’s beloved children. We are an Open and Affirming congregation with love and
respect for all persons regardless of age, ethnicity, race, nationality, marital status, family
configuration, political affiliation, economic circumstance, mental or physical ability, sexual
orientation or gender identity. We celebrate the God-given gifts that each person brings, share in the
sacraments and invite all to join us as we journey together relying upon the unconditional nature of
God’s love and grace as our guiding light.

Vision, ldentity and Mission Statement

East Granby Congregational Church, UCC, is called to nurture the joy and fullness of Creation with
Encouragement, Inclusion and Compassion. Following the teachings of Jesus, we will demonstrate
God's love and actively invite all to join us on this journey.

We are led by our core values of Faith, Acceptance, Community and Love.

We fulfill our calling through Prayer, Worship, Engagement and Service.

EGCC Information

Staff Officers

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Sandra Lea Fischer = Moderator, Council Chair: Adah Todd
Christian Education Director: Rose Pizzoferrato Vice-Moderator: Jan Gibson
Sunday School Teachers: Erin Lampron & Tessa Hecht  Treasurer: Gene Wilmot
Director of Music Matthew Sczurek

Administrative Assistant: Karen Handville

Ministry Chairpersons

Abundant Life: Gayle Wilcox Financial Resources: Joe Doering
Human Resources: Rebecca Dean Missions & Outreach: Kathy Mock
Spiritual Formation: Kate Boyer Physical Resources: Bill Hoerle

Worship & Caring: Kim Hecht Income Recorders: Pam Turner
Expense Recorder: Dave Harrold and Dave Houghton

Key Church Communication Info

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 am — 2:00 pm Phone: 860-653-2987
Email Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
Pastoregcc@gmail.com



mailto:Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com

Mailing Address: Web Site www.egchurch.org
East Granby Congregational Church, UCC For Donations: Mail checks, Donate on the Website
P.O. Box 390 or use QR Code:
East Granby, CT 06026

Meeting Information

EGCC Ministry meetings are held as scheduled by the Ministry Chairperson.
EGCC Council meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month.
Contact the Council or Ministry Chairperson if you wish to attend.

Beacon Information

The Beacon is published on the 15t of each month. Beacon Deadline for articles is the 23 of the
month for next month’s publication. A Word document is the preferred format for submitted articles
and will be subject to editing/formatting. Articles should be sent to Karen at:
Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com

Volunteer Opportunities Sign-up online at egchurch.org or use the links below.

Sunday Sanctuary Flowers: https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10c0e4ca8ab2aa1ffc61-

eqcc2#/
Or use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin Board across from the office or Contact Karen in the office.

Sunday Worship Teams need Lay Leaders, Ushers, Greeters. To sign up, go to:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4faca628abf49-worship#/

Sunday School Shepherds are needed. To sign up, go to:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10cO0e4ca8ab2aa1ffc61-eqgcc#/



http://www.egchurch.org/
mailto:Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
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