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=9 Council Corner

MODERATORS

| hope everyone is enjoying their summer, there have been some very hot days. Hope all can find a
cool place to rejuvenate. We are keeping those throughout our world in prayer that are faced with
managing the aftermath of heavy rains, extraordinary heat, and other weather-related challenges.

Council met in July and is continuing to work on the tasks from the approved motion of the Zero
Deficit Project:

1. Regarding the church parsonage:

a. Rescind the all-church accepted motion from 2015 to demolish the church parsonage
building for an amount of up to a maximum $40,000.

b. Accept the trustee’s recommendation to grant a Life Estate to the East Granby Fire
Department Association for the parsonage building.

2. Approve the exploration of leasing/renting of some of the potentially available CEC rooms and
rooms in the main building currently not in use. For example, the purple room, the small
conference table room, the assistant pastor’s office, the nursery classroom, etc.

3. Approve an increase of the Abundant Life Ministry budget of an additional $2,500 to enhance
and increase congregational knowledge about how a congregational church is sustained from
both a Current Operations and Missions and Outreach perspective.

4. Establish a By-laws taskforce to be appointed by Council by June 30,2024 with initial
recommendations to be presented to Council by September 30, 2024, and present at an All-
Church meeting to be scheduled for November 2024.

During our council meeting we reviewed and approved the team members to work on the EGCC
Bylaws Taskforce. The team members are Joe Doering, Pam Turner, Gene Wilmot, Mike Hecht,
Thelma Wilmot, Adah Todd, and Jan Gibson (Guest Consultant & past Moderator). The Taskforce is
meeting in July and will continue to work on the updated version of the Bylaws. We are working
diligently to ensure that the Bylaws support the size church we are now, and it will guide us into the
future.

Trustees are continuing to work on the contract to create a Life Estate with the East Granby Fire
Department Association for the parsonage building.

As always, please reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns.
In His Steps,

Adah Todd
EGCC Moderator



The Gatherers

We wouldn’t want you to miss this year’s annual event — the Cookies By The Pound Sale. So, mark
your calendars now for Saturday December 14t". More information will be available as we get closer
to the event.

Worship & Caring Ministry

Join us this Sunday at 10 AM

Hello Church Family!

Can’t wait for you and your family to join us the next few Sundays at 10 AM for our weekly service.
We are excited to welcome our guest pastors, who will be sharing their insights and wisdom with us.
After the service, we please stay and enjoy our usual light refreshments and fellowship, provided this
month by Physical and Human Resources.

We have also attached a word search for you to enjoy.

We hope to see you there!

P.S. Don't forget to bring a friend!

August 4" Rev. Craig Cowing will lead us in worship and communion

August 11" and 18t Rev. Pamela Vollinger will lead us in worship

Coffee Hour hosts for August: Physical Resources & Human Resources
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Word Search

DIRECTIONS: Find and circle the vocabulary words in the grid.
L ook for them in all directions including backwards and diagonally.

HNDEDWEWPYAS

DN Y TOELOPEH-HNM

¥ F A

ONATEE®YMEU

ROUCOMPASS

J FGFLFLD ZOVYV JREY ALPMAETWLC
DY ¥ G EDBEMNEWWOLTEMWNMTHRMNUIDEKY?YHKTF

Z EDY OUAS5CT

G X T CY ACRORIGAN

FAKFTMUHRMNUUATD?S OE

L L AUQFF |
M U N F ¥

I H A X G A ZMEMMNIG

3

R U S HQY

OPRTJQPWGOMILTUDTFR

G 5 £ZF F KV

E

B Z |

ELKUELDVARETSUPETGCTFWULF

NHNY GDD 3Y EKHKWHZBTIEWUTOGQECETETLTLTLDHN

ToOHEXOELBAEGDELWOMNEKRERMHEWUE E

J

EVYERAMNTDTULWUFMNY

FVv ZGPERS

u

PROL 2P VCTOREXEWUUTTL

F

K Q B

5

TC X Z2THNXTVWVURY X O0ORDRWVTFLYHA

P HNPRMNUARXAPZUOHEWPGAT SHB?YGIE KM
OCODEDEREWUHJLRLY 2 5 GN
L G U

T

R A CUTEE

N OL VWV

oCcCALFOQUWVVL ZI

T K C 3

C X NELLIKMHEB I

R R
| 5

CLJTHMTMNIGE

U J A ADWETDL K K o J ZDMEETMT

5

ELFHZIDPOS UCCESSFULMOREZIDUDA

A EHA XSURTY KDNGH

KROWDRAHE

BE L ER

HT £ F S5 KTMHMLZYDRET SPOGMS

u L

J TUXUGY HLGQLCL I RNFB XPMS

CFRS3 QHGCY OAQ
UCcCTATG@TMHPR

HY GEFUOLHNMTETFT

I
I N C

F G

B

P LEDCGQ I

OPEN MINDED
ORGANIZED

FAIR
FOCUSED
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SELF-CONFIDENT
SELF-CONTROLLED

PATIENT

PERSEVERANT
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GRATEFUL
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COMPASSIONATE
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WISE
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Friday Night Book Group

We're keeping the summer reading sizzling with a great book for
August. Our selection is Bel Canto by Ann Pratchett. This unique story
is a romantic thriller and is sure to hold your attention. Somewhere in
South America a lavish birthday party is being held in honor of the
powerful businessman Mr. Hosokawa. Roxanne Coss, opera's most
revered soprano, has mesmerized the international guests with her
singing. It is a perfect evening - until a band of gun-wielding terrorists
takes the entire party hostage. But what begins as a panicked, life-
threatening scenario slowly evolves into something quite different, a
moment of great beauty, as terrorists and hostages forge unexpected
bonds and people from different continents become compatriots,
intimate friends, and lovers. A spellbinding novel about love and opera,
and the unifying ways people learn to communicate across cultural
barriers in times of crisis.

We welcome you to join us for our next meeting on Friday August 9t" at 7 pm on Zoom. If you'd like
to take part, please send us your email address so we can include you in the Zoom invitation. You
can direct any questions about the book or the group to Wendy Bowers.

If you can't make it this month, but would like to read ahead, our book selection for September is "The
Dictionary of Lost Words" by Pip Williams.

Hope to see you on the 9th. Until then, as always, happy reading!

& The Food Pantry is currently in need of the following items: Coffee,
sugar, laundry detergent, peanut butter, jelly, pasta sauce, crackers,
frosting, brownie mix, mandarin oranges, graham crackers, & pancake mix.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Sandy Landolina or
'FViMA +D 'FVIMJ Joe Doering our Friend to Friend liaison. Thank you for all your help!

Food Pantry & Thrift Shop



Mission & Outreach

Missions and Outreach hopes everyone has had a fun and relaxing summer. See below for some
new opportunities to give back as well as the donations from June and July.

Opportunities to Share Time, Talents, and Treasures

The Garden is ready for harvesting! Thank you to the many volunteers that have helped so far this
season. The sign-up sheet is on the M&O board across from the kitchen. Please consider signing up
for one of the remaining weeks of this season to help grow vegetables to be shared with the food

pantry.
See the attached flyer for Ocean State Job Lot’s current Buy-Give-Get opportunity!

Save the date! On August 23, EGCC will be hosting a craft table at the East Granby Parks and Rec
End of Summer Bash celebration. Please consider signing up to help youth make a dream catcher.
No experience necessary. All supplies will be provided. The sign-up sheet is on the M&O board
across from the kitchen.

June and July Giving

e Thank you to those that contributed to the toiletry drive for Father’s Day. All donations were
matched by M&O and donated to the Friend-To-Friend Pantry.

e Granby Racial Reconciliation is a group dedicated to raising awareness and continuing
conversations on racial justice in our communities. They are actively raising funds and hosting
events to promote racial recognition.

e East Granby Public Library offers many youth and adult programs thanks to the support of local
organizations. The funds donated will aid in continuing to grow these programs and assist the
library in continuing to be a positive cornerstone for the town of East Granby.

e EGCC Donated Gift Cards for the East Granby Social Services Back to School Gift Cards
program. 30 Gift Cards were provided to families in need in our local community.

e Chrysalis Center is a foundation the helps those who have found themselves in hard times and
are looking for a life transformation and a fresh start. By providing services such as job training,
housing, and healthcare opportunities, they help over one thousand people get back on their feet
annually. This is a long-standing charity for EGCC.

e Hartford Habitat for Humanity is committed to providing affordable housing to families in local
counties. In 2023-2024 they aim to serve 50 families with their housing initiatives including new
construction, rehabs, repairs, and financial literacy training.

e Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services (IRIS) empowers immigrants and refugees to
become self-sufficient and a part of their communities. The help people across the United States
with basic health and wellness, educational services, employment placement and legal services.



Continuous Missions and Outreach News

e Clothing Shed - Did you know that EGCC earns money based on the volume of clothes donated
to the clothing shed? Keep spreading the word and helping support EGCC one bag of clothes at a
time!

e Tee Shirts available - East Granby Congregational Church now has EGCC shirts available.
Donations accepted but not required. Reach out to any member of Missions and Outreach for
more info.

e EGCC hosts a Red Cross Blood Drive once a month! You can schedule an appointment by
phone 800-RED CROSS (800-733-2767) or online
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time. No walk-ins allowed

A BACKPACK
= DONATION PROGRAM
' FOR CHILDREN

IN NEED

Ocean State Job Lot Buy-Give-Get Program

At Ocean State Job Lot, honors our veteran and military families through their Buy-Give-Get
bikes, coats, and backpacks programs. When a customer buys a bike, warm winter coat or a new
backpack, they receive a Crazy Deal Gift Card in exchange for the price of the item — essentially
making the donation free. It's a win-win for everyone involved!

Buy-Give-Get Backpacks is back!

Let’s work together to help tens of thousands of kids in need get ready for school with a brand-
new backpack.

Shop at any Ocean State Job Lot store and:

1. Buy a backpack for $20.

2. Give the backpack back to the cashier, and we’ll make sure it’s delivered to a student in need.
3. Get a $20 Crazy Deal Gift Card — free!

There’s no cost to you, and a child in need will have a brand-new backpack to start the upcoming
school year.

Through this Buy-Give-Get program, we’ll work with our partners across the Northeast to donate
as many as 35,000 brand new backpacks to kids in need.


https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time

Spiritual Formation Ministry

July seemed to move by in quick fashion, don’t you think? We hope everyone enjoyed the first full
month of summer and perhaps the opportunities to take time off to travel, visit friends and relatives, or
rest and relax around home.

As we start the month of August, Spiritual Formation would like to thank Kate Boyer and Christina
Houghton for holding Sunday school class for three Sundays in July. We appreciate their support
and planning that went into having a Sunday school class for children; many thanks to both of them!
During the month of August, and on Labor Day weekend, families will worship together for Sunday
services. The Buttaro Room will be available for families that desire a more informal setting while
watching the service on a large screen in that room.

SFM has been busy this summer with several focal areas. It was important to clean out various
sections in the Christian Education Center, namely CEC 1 and CEC 6, as they were getting rather full
and in need of cleaning up and weeding out. Hopefully, with increased space and better use of
storage areas in those rooms, needed items for Sunday school will be easy to find (and return).

Spiritual Formation is also looking into new curriculum to use for several of the classes, PreK-K, 18-
2nd, 3rd-5t grades and for a middle school class, grades 6"-8", which will start in September along
with the other three classes.

SFM also spent time in June and July examining the job descriptions for Christian Education
Coordinator and Sunday School Teacher and making changes to them that would better fit our
church’s needs and hopes at this time.

Overall, it has been a busy summer that moved us towards enhancing our children and youth
programs, and hopefully enabling them to grow and thrive.

Spiritual Formation Ministry: Marge Korhonen, Chair, Deb Paskiewicz, and Magdalena Mackay

Lectio Divina

Experience the fun and time together. We continue to meet every Saturday AM via Zoom.

God’s word speaks to each of us differently and we learn so much from each other. You don’t need
to commit to every Saturday morning, come only when you are able. WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE
YOU JOIN US on the first Saturday of each month - from 9 to 10:30 AM via Zoom, so that those out
of state can still attend. We discuss the Scripture for the following Sunday worship (that makes it fun
to compare the preacher’s interpretation of the scripture to ours)

To join please contact Edie Doherty, Carl Pitney and/or Gayle Wilcox and we will add you to the
Zoom invitation.
Upcoming Calendar dates: Sat., Aug 3, Sat Sept. 7, Sat., Oct 5, Sat., Nov 2"¥ and Sat., Dec 7%.

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

2 Thessalonians 1:2
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9 Rainbow Road, East Granby, CT 06026 ¥ egccns9@gmail.com ¥ (860 653-3913)

The Preschool Preamble

Registration for fall 2024: We still have a space or two in our Salamanders class (3-year-olds) for
this fall, and several spaces in our Bluebirds class (4- and 5-year-olds). Do you know anyone who is
looking for a half-day program focused on learning through play? Let them know about our
upcoming Open House, August 4th at 3 p.m.!

EGCCNS Preschool OPEN HOUSE

Sunday August 4,3 p.m. 9 Rainbow Rd., East Granby, CT

https://egccns9.wixsite.com/egccns-preschool
Save the date: we will be having our annual mums sale on Saturday and Sunday, September
7 and 8, and will be selling mums both at the church and at Suffield on the Green. Email us at
egccns9@gmail.com to pre-order!

Calling all potential Board members! We are still seeking new folks for our Board, to help
guide our school. Please see Board Members Deb Paskiewicz or Becca Dean if you are
interested.

Have a great month! — Suzanne and Linda


mailto:egccns9@gmail.com

The EGCCNS Preschool’s

17th Annual MOM Sale Pundraiser*

As with last year, the grower cannot guarentee colors, but last year
we had no problem filling the orders! If you choose to preorder, we
will do the best to fill your order and set them aside for you!

Pre-Order your festive 8” plants by OR Purchase plants at
noon on Aug. 30t EGCC on
Pick up at the Saturday, Sept. 7t"
East Granby Congregational Church 9am - 2pm or
at any of the times to the right. Sunday, Sept. 8" 12 - 2pm

Pre-Order Your Bright & Beautiful MUM Plants Now!!
8”pots: 1 @ $15,2 @ $25, 3 @ $35, 4 @ $45, 5 or more $11each

Name: Phone:

8” pots: Rust/Bronze Purple/Pink Yellow Red White
Please write the total number in each color choice.

Amount Enclosed $

Cash or Checks Made payable to EGCCNS
Mail to: EGCCNS, P.O. Box 390, East Granby, CT 06026
OR drop-off at the church office Tues - Fri 9am — 2pm
For more information/questions
Debbie Paskiewicz

Thank you for your continued & generous support of our preschool!
*All Proceeds Benefit the EGCCNS Preschool



Vision, Identity and Mission Statement

East Granby Congregational Church, UCC, is called to nurture the joy and fullness of Creation with
Encouragement, Inclusion and Compassion. Following the teachings of Jesus, we will demonstrate
God's love and actively invite all to join us on this journey.

We are led by our core values of Faith, Acceptance, Community and Love.

We fulfill our calling through Prayer, Worship, Engagement and Service.

EGCC Information

Staff Officers

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Sandra L Fischer Moderator, Council Chair: Adah Dionne
Christian Education Director:  TBD Vice-Moderator: Joe Doering
Sunday School Teacher: Erin Lampron Treasurer: Gene Wilmot
Director of Music Matthew Sczurek

Administrative Assistant: Karen Handville

Ministry Chairpersons

Abundant Life: Gayle Wilcox Financial Resources: Joe Doering
Human Resources: Rebecca Dean Missions & Outreach: Kathy Mock
Spiritual Formation: Marge Korhonen Physical Resources: Bill Hoerle

Worship & Caring: Kim Hecht Income Recorder: Pam Turner
Expense Recorder: Dave Harrold and Dave Houghton

Key Church Communication Info

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 am — 2:00 pm Phone: 860-653-2987
Email Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
Pastor@egchurch.necoxmail.com

Mailing Address: Web Site www.egchurch.org
East Granby Congregational Church, UCC For Donations: Mail checks, Donate on the Website
P.O. Box 390 or use QR Code:

East Granby, CT 06026

Meeting Information

EGCC Ministry meetings are held as scheduled by the Ministry Chairperson.
EGCC Council meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month.
Contact the Council or Ministry Chairperson if you wish to attend.

Beacon Information

The Beacon is published on the 15t of each month. Beacon Deadline for articles is the 23 of the
month for next month’s publication. A Word document is the preferred format for submitted articles
and will be subject to editing/formatting. Articles should be sent to Karen at:
Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
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Volunteer Opportunities Sign-up online at egchurch.org or

Sunday Sanctuary Flowers: https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10cOe4ca8ab2aalffc61-egcc2#/
Or use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin Board across from the office or Contact Karen in the office.

Sunday Worship Teams need Lay Leaders, Ushers, Greeters. To sign up, go to:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4faca628abf49-worship#/

Sunday School Shepherds are needed. To sign up, go to:
https://www.signupgenius.com/qgo/10c0e4ca8ab2aaiffc61-eqcc#/
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