


Pastors Message

Dear Friends,

What a whirlwind we’ve had from Christmas to Easter. We have joined in so much beautiful worship
together as we studied and tried to live the Jesus Way. | have deep gratitude for all of you who have
participated in the life of this community in one way or another.

April brings us another guest speaker on April 7 from the ONA team, and Spiritual Formation is
working with the children to lead worship on April 21st, Youth Sunday. Our teams continue to do
work on right sizing our ministries and drafting a proposal to present to the congregation in May.

| hope that you have become inspired to put your growing faith into action. If that is the case,
remember Christ has encouraged us by saying in Matthew 25:40 “Truly | tell you, whatever you did
for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”” Personally, | would like to
encourage everyone to consider how important our ministry with children and youth is to the East
Granby community. (Not to be too hyperbolic-how important it is to the future of our world. Giving
children a safe space in which to explore their own spirituality has profound short and long-term
positive impact.)

Very few congregations today have the number of children in church school that EGCC has. God is
truly blessing this ministry. And challenging us to “do for the least of these.” We all are aware that
our ministry with and for our children is resting on too few people’s shoulders. This predicament is
really unnecessary when we have such a loving and supportive congregation. Please consider
prioritizing teaching and shepherding—even if you are a parent or are on another ministry team. If ten
more people commit to only two Sundays in the entire program year, it will make a huge difference for
our children. (Or if organization and planning is your strength—Spiritual Formation could use a few
additional members.) The reward of moving outside your comfort zone and giving back will be
manifold.

| will be hosting an informal New Member Information Meeting on Sunday April 21st after the worship
service in the Buttaro Room. If you have been worshiping with us and are curious about the
privileges and responsibilities of membership, please let Karen in the office or me know. (Just as a
head’s up—in the Congregational polity, only members can vote. So if you want to have direct
influence on how the church is governed, you need to be a member.) I'd love to chat with you and
answer any of your questions.

Blessings to overflow,
Rev. Sandra



Council Corner

Greetings all! | just wanted to take a moment to say what a great feeling it was
to see so many youth on Palm Sunday. Thank you to all those that worked on
the service and the Potluck Brunch and Easter Egg Hunt, | know that can be
hours of work and it is all so appreciated. The service was wonderful, and we were blessed to have
Becky Sears as a soloist, it was so beautiful and touched my heart as we started Holy Week. The
youth were full of energy and joy, and it was so great to see our church family together. | hope
everyone has a blessed Easter weekend and you have the opportunity to take in the various services
throughout Holy Week: Maundy Thursday, Stations of Peter on Good Friday, and Easter Sunday
Worship.

Our Church Council is busy working on the Zero Deficit Project. We have created 6 teams that are
asked to explore and identify possible reduction in expenses, identify options to generate additional
income and steps to ensure that our financial and investment practices are designed to best support
our church for the future. All these efforts would have a focus on establishing zero deficit budgets for
this calendar year and beyond and ensure that all activities of the church are aligned with our Vision,
Identity and Mission.

The six teams and their Chairperson are:

CEC Usage Team: Joe Doering - Chair

Pledge & Educate Team: Gayle Wilcox - Chair

Trustee Funds Review: Mike Hecht — Chair

Worship and Caring Alignment: Thelma Wilmot, - Chair

Financial Resource study: Gene Wilmot - Chair,

O

Post-It Campaign: Dave Harrold to facilitate. - Completed

The next step is that final drafts of recommendations from each team are needed for our Council
meeting on April 15, 2024. Each team should have solid ideas — Revenue and Expense reductions to
implement. Each Team'’s financials should show dollar impact - positive or negative. The goal is to
have zero deficit budgets each year going forward. From there, Council will work to identify action
plans that support the recommendations. We will be finalizing the sub team recommendations and
action plans throughout May, and then will schedule an All-Church meeting scheduled for June 9 to
share the details.

This is an exciting time for our church, and I'm thrilled to see so many participate and work toward
ensuring a sound future for EGCC that aligns with our Vision, Mission, and Identity.

As always, please reach out with any questions or concerns.
In His Steps,

Adah Dionne

EGCC Moderator



Trustees

Make a lasting impact with your gift to the East Granby
Congregational Church

Learn how you can donate stocks, bonds, mutual funds or QCDs and enjoy tax benefits.

Why give stocks, bonds, mutual funds or QCDs?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

When you donate these assets to the East Granby Congregational Church, you can avoid
paying capital gains tax on the appreciation of your investment.

You can also claim a charitable deduction for the full market value of your gift, reducing your
income tax liability.

If you are 70 1/2 or older, you can make a qualified charitable distribution (QCD) from your IRA
and satisfy your required minimum distribution (RMD) without increasing your taxable income.
By giving these assets, you can support the church's mission and help fund the programs and
services that make a difference in our community.

You can also designate your gift to a specific fund, such as an endowment fund, a capital fund,
or another fund, and help ensure the long-term stability and sustainability of the church.

How to make your gift?

1.

2.

3.

4.

The process of donating stocks, bonds, mutual funds or QCDs is simple and convenient. You
can transfer your assets electronically or by mail to the church's brokerage account.

You will need to provide some information about your gift, such as the name and number of
shares of the securities, the date and value of your gift, and the fund you wish to support.
You will also need to contact one of the church trustees who can assist you with the details
and the paperwork. The trustees are Michael Hecht, Peter Goff, Phil Johnson and Thelma
Wilmot. You can reach them by phone or email.

Once your gift is received, you will receive a confirmation and a receipt for your tax purposes.

Thank you for your generosity and support

1.

2.

3.

Your gift of stocks, bonds, mutual funds or QCDs will make a lasting impact on the East
Granby Congregational Church and the people we serve.

You will also enjoy the benefits of giving wisely and strategically, maximizing your tax savings
and your charitable impact.

If you have any questions or need more information, please do not hesitate to contact the
church trustees or the church office.

We are grateful for your partnership and your faithfulness.



Worship & Caring Ministry

Join us for Worship on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. in person or live streamed.

April 7 Worship and Communion -The Sermon will be presented by Rev. Marilyn Sponzo:
Cognitive Decline. Question, answer and discussion time will follow the service in fellowship hall.

We will also be blessing the prayer ribbons for the prayer cross.

April 14t Café Church — This month’s presenter is Sara Miles - the topic is Food, eating with Jesus.
Sara believes that French Fries can be as holy as organic kale when they are offered and shared in
acts of love and followship. Join us as we gobble up this topic.

April 21 Youth and Children’s Sunday - More information to follow.
April 28 — Rev. Ricki Aiello will be leading us in worship.

Becoming a member of EGCC

If you have been worshipping with us and have questions about how EGCC works, where you would
“fit in” and what membership means you are invited to a new member information session on Sunday
April 21 after service.

Please speak to Rev. Sandra or Kim Hecht if you have questions or would like to attend.

Worship and Caring ongoing requests....

Volunteers needed for Sunday worship: Greet, Usher, Lay Leader
Donate flowers for the altar on Sunday

Be a meal ambassador to deliver a preprepared meal.

Be part of Coffee Hour set up/cleanup.

Facilitate a small group for Café Church

With much Gratitude...

Many thanks to everyone who has tied a prayer ribbon on our Lenten Prayer Cross. It is lovely to
have such a visible sign of faith for all who pass by our beloved church. This is a lovely new tradition
with virtually no cost to the church and yet such visible outreach to the community and Rt. 20
passersby.

Also, thanks to those who donated ribbons, put the cross up, fashioned an outdoor ribbon container
and provided palms for Palm Sunday.

We will bless the ribbons as part of our April 7" worship.

Coffee Hour for April will be hosted by Physical Resources & Human Resources




An Update from the O&A Team

Vision, Identity and Mission Statement

East Granby Congregational Church, UCC, is called to nurture the joy and fullness of Creation with
Encouragement, Inclusion and Compassion. Following the teachings of Jesus, we will demonstrate
God's love and actively invite all to join us on this journey.

We are led by our core values of Faith, Acceptance, Community and Love.

We fulfill our calling through Prayer, Worship, Engagement and Service.

That statement reflects who we say we are. With these words in mind the O&A (Open and Affirming)
Team is pleased to continue to highlight what EGCC will be offering and how you can participate.

We are so appreciative of those of you who have reached out to members of our team and provided
your feedback. Exploring the Breadth of God’s welcome, the breadth of God’s Love, is a big task and
our entire church family is needed for this mission. We are delighted that you have been moved by
our speakers and their inspirational stories.

Some three months into 2024, we have been blessed by three awesome speakers and three
insightful talk-back sessions. Rev. Marilyn Kendrix, Elliot Altomare and Candace Low have shared
their stories from their hearts. We pray that you learned from their presence in our midst. There will
be two more speakers this spring and we urge you to be present for them as well. These speakers
and events reflect just some of the God’s children that have been marginalized and have not always
felt the breadth of God’s welcome from their brothers and sisters.

Exploring the Breadth of God’s Welcome — Remaining 2024 Schedule

April 7, 2024 Rev. Marilyn Sponzo (cognitive decline)
May 12, 2024 Rev. Denny Moon (personal testimony)

As you know, it is our intention that these events aid us as a church family as we ponder whether we
will “officially” become an Open and Affirming church. Becoming O&A is not limited to sexual
orientation or gender identity. It is inclusive of all of God’s children...God’s children, all created in
God’s image. Our Vision, ldentity and Mission Statement says that we are called to be inclusive and
passionate. It doesn’t exclude anyone.

Once we have heard all the speakers and participated in the talk-back sessions, we will be asked to
pray on this, to discern God’s direction for our church and to vote this fall. In the meantime, please
prayerfully consider what this will mean for you, for your family, for our church family. With Micah 6:8
in mind, how will we “do justice, show kindness and walk humbly with our God?” Will we let our lights
shine out into the world helping to eliminate the darkness of exclusion and marginalization?

These are extremely important decisions for our church. Our team encourages you to save the two
upcoming dates, to be present, to question and to pray on what we hear. We have the opportunity for
God’s light to shine through us and brighten our world, both individually and as a church family.
These are important steps for our church as together we “Explore the Breadth of God’s

Welcome.”

Your O&A Team — Wayne Korhonen, Kate Boyer, Dave Houghton, Grace Kingsbury, Lennie Turner
and Gayle Wilcox




Friday Night Book Group

A View af Our World
For April the Friday Night Book Group is delving into a work of classic Dk Depes o
Christian literature. We are reading The Screwtape Letters by C.S. “*Q
Lewis. This unusual piece has been described as a classic masterpiece of
religious satire that entertains readers with its sly and ironic portrayal of GSYOMVWy
human life and foibles from the vantage point of Screwtape, a highly
placed assistant to "Our Father Below." At once wildly comic, deadly oﬁ
serious, and strikingly original, the book is the most engaging account of

temptation - and triumph over it - ever written.

.(%e
(2706

Having just recently traveled through our Lenten journeys and arrived at the celebration of Easter, we
thought this book seemed like it would be an interesting follow-up. If you'd like to take part in
exploring this intriguing book, please join us at our next meeting on Friday April 12th at 7pm on
Zoom. Any and all are welcome, just send us your email address so we can include you in the Zoom
invitation. Please direct any questions about the book or the group to Wendy Bowers.

If you can't make it this month, but would like a peek ahead, our book selection for May is The All-Girl
Filling Station's Last Reunion by Fannie Flagg.

Hope to see you on April 12th. In the meantime, Happy Reading!

& The Food Pantry is currently in need of the following items: tomato
sauce in jars, Chef Boyardee, small cans of tomato soup, baked goods,
laundry detergent, and canned fruit. Thank you for all your help!

) . If you have any questions please feel free to contact Sandy Landolina our
'FVIMA +o 'FVIMJ Friend to Friend liaison.

Food Pantry & Thrift Shop



Spiritual Formation Ministry

Palm Sunday - What a wonderful Palm Sunday it was! It
was a blessing to see so many members, families &
visitors. The children began the service portraying Jesus'
triumphant entry into Jerusalem with the
children waving !
palms &
distributing them
to the
congregation and
with Jesus riding
on Paco the
Donkey. The
children did a
fantastic job
singing Halle,
Halle!

After the service we all enjoyed the
delicious Brunch. Many thanks to Bill
Hoerle, Frank Houghton, Wayne
Korhonen, Worship & Caring Ministry,
the Officers, and volunteers who joined
in, for helping with set up, organizing,
and putting out all the food, & clean up!
Thank you, Carl Pitney, for bringing the Easter bunny for a visit!
The kids loved seeing you!

We then, with great anticipation &
patience, called all the children to
participate in our Egg Hunt. Thanks to the
beautiful day, we were able to have it
outside! Thank you to the many members
who donated several bags of candy & non
candy trinkets, which as you can see,
were needed! Many thanks to Jenn &
Colton Hecht for helping us stuff 500
eggs!! And to Aaron Weaver, Bill Mackay,
Jeff Hecht & McKenzie Cormier for
helping set up the hunt. As you can
see, it takes a village, and we are
blessed to have so many helping
hands!



April 215t - Youth Sunday - This is a special Sunday during the year when the children and
youth take part in the morning service. Children in all three classes will be participating with the 37-
6" students assisting in different segments of the service, and the PreK-2" classes actively
illustrating a poem read by an older student. In addition, the Intergenerational Chime Choir, featuring
parents and children, will accompany the singing of the opening hymn, while later all the children will
sing a song they learned in Sunday school, "Lord | Lift Your Name on High.” Rehearsal for Youth
Sunday will be on Sunday, April 14" during our regular Sunday school time.

May 5t . On May 5th, the Spiritual Formation Committee will host a Sunday School Parent meeting
in the CEC following church services. We request that at least one guardian attend from each family.
During the meeting we'll discuss the current state of the Sunday School program, vision for the future,
and Shepard opportunities. In addition, we are excited to hear feedback and insight from each family
on what is working well and program opportunities. This is an important meeting for the Sunday
School program so if you cannot make it, please pass along your feedback to Marge Korhonen, Deb
Paskiewicz or Magdalena Mackay ahead of the meeting.

Sunday School Registration must be done annually to update emergency contact
information. Please register your children for Sunday school if you have not already done so this
year, using the following link or let our teacher Erin know:
https://docs.qgoogle.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3vA2glupN72A8ZEY1aud-
APEYo0ARIis698AeK GK-TbI8G0A/viewform?usp=sf link

Parents: Please continue to look for the EGCC Sunday School Newsletter from Miss Erin each

week. (7]

Buttaro Room: During morning worship services, the Buttaro Room, at the top of the back
stairs, is available for families to use. There is an excellent video feed of the service in that room plus
comfortable chairs and a relaxed environment in which to watch the service (just click on with the
mouse). For your children, there are two boxes of toys for different ages and a basket with art
supplies for them to use. Please feel free to use the Buttaro room at any time during the service. It's
ok to go out the door in front of the pastor. She/he will not get upset. Stop by some Sunday morning
and familiarize yourself with the room's layout.

Be a Shepherd; you are needed. To parents and other adults in our congregation,
please consider volunteering to be a Shepherd in the Sunday school classrooms! Shepherds assist
teachers in the classrooms and their help is very much appreciated.

Please use the link below to sign up to be a shepherd or helper. Helpers do not have to be safe
church certified as long as they are with someone who is safe-church trained at all times and cannot
be alone with any of the children. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ab2aaiffc61-egcc#/



about:blank
about:blank
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Granby Congregational Churches combined youth group of 6th-12th graders,
which includes East Granby

We invite all kids from 6th-12th grade to two events per month. One event is always the 3rd Sunday
of each month from 6:30-8:00 pm and the other event is always TBD and is community service
oriented.

Upcoming Events:  April 21- Tie Dye Party

May 19 — Bonfire and Outdoor Games
' ey,

& fﬁ o R

Look for separate emails from Sarah Pradhan for the youth group events. Email Sarah with any
questions or if you bring a guest.

Summer Camp Opportunities for Youth

For parents of older children and teens, there are several opportunities for involvement in camps and
programs during the summer.

Silver Lake Camp and Retreat Center, Sharon CT. — Nestled in the western CT hills, this camp has
' 'smA'rlou several weeks of programming to choose from during July for children entering grade 4

" 4 through high school. There is also a family camp for one week in late June — early July.
Information is available in CEC 1 and in the Sunday school classroom area.

Granby Congregational Church Youth Mission Trip — This mission trip is a two-night trip to

1;08"’“ N0l‘l]| Boxford, MA to participate in Boston-North Backyard Mission outreach work. “Boston-
North Backyard Mission, a ministry of Second Congregational Church of Boxford,

MNANYAN 74, welcomes groups to a variety of urban and suburban service experiences in and around

lﬂGK Id HlSSi!IlI northern Massachusetts.” This opportunity is open to all GCC and EGCC youth, 8th

" grade and up. Families that are interested should reach out to Sarah Pradhan at

sarahgranbyucc@gmail.com. She is hoping to have a final head count by April 15,

Heads Up Hartford: A week-long overnight community service summer camp that unites urban and
. suburban youth to improve our communities and develop our leaders. Although
Pl summer is a few months away, we're excited to share our 2024 summer camp dates.
HEADSUP! This year's dates are June 23-29, 2024. More details and registration (coming soon)
can be found at
https://headsuphartford.org/info%2C-reqistration%2C-forms

Spiritual Formation: Marge Korhonen (Chair), Deb Paskiewicz, and Magdalena Mackay


https://www.silverlakect.org/
https://www.secondchurchboxford.org/church/backyard/
https://www.secondchurchboxford.org/church/backyard/
mailto:sarahgranbyucc@gmail.com
https://headsuphartford.org/info%2C-registration%2C-forms

Lectio Divina

We continue to meet every Saturday AM via Zoom “seeking: honest questions for deeper faith.”

God’s word speaks to each of us differently and we learn so much from each other. You
don’t need to commit to every Saturday morning, come only when you are able. WE
WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU JOIN us!!!!

When: The first Saturday of each month - Saturday mornings 9 to 10:30 AM (and every
Saturday during Lent)

Where: via Zoom so that those out of state can still attend

Topic: the Scripture for the following Sunday worship (that makes it fun to compare notes
with Pastor Sandra)

How do I join: please contact Edie Doherty, Carl Pitney and/or Gayle Wilcox — we will add
you to the Zoom invitation

Upcoming Calendar dates: Sat., Apr 7%, Sat., May 4, Sat., June 1%t and Sat, July 6%

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

2 Thessalonians 1:2



Abundant Life Ministry

)

» ‘ Season of,
Generosdy

We have a wonderful example of being Jesus’ feet and hands here on earth, of sharing the
blessings that God showers on us. During January 2024, Aaron Weaver agreed to become
a member of the Worship & Caring Ministry Team. Subsequent to the Annual Meeting,
Aaron reached out to say that he would serve on a second Ministry Team, the Physical
Resources Ministry Team! Well done, Aaron...well done, good and faithful servant.

It's NOT TOO Late!!!! You still have time!l!!

Many thanks to those who have returned their Spiritual Gift Inventories and pledges for
2023. Much Appreciated! If you have yet to return your inventory/pledge response, please
do so as soon as possible. If, like Aaron, you are feeling God’s nudge to serve on a
Ministry Team, please let someone on that ministry team or Gayle Wilcox know. If you
have any questions or need a pledge package, please contact Karen at the EGCC Office at
860-653-2987 or Gayle Wilcox. The updated church leadership for 2024-2025 is shown
below.




East Granby Congregational Church

Officers and Ministry Members
February 2024 - January 2025

Officers

Moderator Adah Dionne Year 2 - Term ends Jan 2025

Vice Moderator Joe Doering Year 2 - Term ends Jan 2025

Treasurer (Renewable yearly) Gene Wilmot Year 8 - Term ends Jan 2025

Abundant Life Ministry* Physical Resources Ministry

Gayle Wilcox T2Y7 Term ends Jan 2025 Bill Hoerle T2Y8 Term ends Jan 2025
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Lew Noble T2Y6 Term ends Jan 2025
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Ricky Bortz T3Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Lennie Turner T3Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Joe Rapuano T1Y2 Term ends Jan 2025
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Aaron Weaver T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2025

*Dave Houghton will serve as Artistic Consultant
Worship and Caring Ministry

Human Resources Ministry Kim Hecht T2Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Rebecca Dean T2Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Carl Pitney T1Y2 Term ends Jan 2025
Sandy Johnson T2Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Pat Lang T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Alicia Cornet T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Aaron Weaver T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Betsy Mack**
Memorials**
Mission and Outreach Ministry Betsy Mack Term ends Jan 2026
Judy Goff T2Y5 Term ends Jan 2025
Kathy Mock T2Y5 Term ends Jan 2025 Financial Resources Ministry
Nancy Moody T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2025 Joe Doering T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2025
Grace Kingsbury T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2025 Jeff Hecht T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Christina Houghton T2Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Spiritual Formation Ministry Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Marge Korhonen T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2025
Deb Paskiewicz T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2025 Trustees
Magdelena Mackay = T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Mike Hecht T3Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Pete Goff T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2025
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Phil Johnson T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2025
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026 Thelma Wilmot T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Open T1Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Church Recorder (Renewable yearly)
Financial Recorders (Renewable yearly) Kate Boyer Term ends Jan 2025
Dave Harrold-Payables Term ends Jan 2025
Pam Turner —income  Term ends Jan 2025 Church Historian (Renewable yearly)
Dave Houghton-Income Term ends Jan 2025 Bev Cecchini Term ends Jan 2025
Linda Ridgeway Term ends Jan 2025
Delegates to UCC (Renewable yearly)
Open Term ends Jan 2025 Online Team
Open Term ends Jan 2025 Dave Harrold T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2025
Rob Crocker T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2025
Per Council decision, minimum of 5 ministry team Carl Pitney (W&C) T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2025
members/team other than Physical Resources. In addition, James Crocker T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2025
Council has decided that Ministry Team terms can be extended Bridget Bortz (FB only) T2Y2 Term ends Jan 2025
for additional years. Mike Boyer T2Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Ethan Newhall T2Y1 Term ends Jan 2026
Karen Handville Church Administrator

Council/SFM Liaisons YTBD by Council/SFM
Revised 3/13/2024



The Gatherers
ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE

SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 9am-2pm

Hello all. | hope you have been getting your donations ready for the Rummage Sale. You can leave
your donations in Room 8 of the CEC building after April 1. We do not accept clothing, electronics,
large furniture, or exercise equipment. We are in need of a large amount of help on Friday, April 19,
starting at noon. Items must be put on the tables and priced. Everyone is welcome. We will also
need help on Saturday beginning at 8:30am. If | finally get my surgery done, | will only have one good
arm and that will be my left one, not my dominant side. | plan to leave the sale up until after church
on Sunday, April 21, for those who could not get to the sale. Then we will need help cleaning off the
tables and taking the tables down. Some young strong bodies would go a long way to accomplishing
these goals. | have put a sign-up sheet on the board across from the office.

Please sign up for all the fun. Thanks, Judy Goff

The EGCCNS Preschool’'s 9" COFFEE CUP RAFFLE

in conjunction with the Rummage Sale ..,.‘ *
Saturday April 20" 9:00am — 2:00pm " cotger!
L

in the hallway leading to the Rummage Sale©

Winners will be drawn at 2:00
(You do not need to be in person to win! We will call all winners to arrange pick up of items)

We look forward to another year of many exciting items to be raffled off!

We are accepting raffle items and will be visiting community businesses to seek their support through
gift cards & donations. If you would like to donate an item for the raffle, we would greatly appreciate
it! Some suggestions would be toys, games, dolls, puzzles, candles, jewelry, homemade items,
household items, artwork, pottery, craft items, lotions & hand soaps, & gift cards for goods or
services.

All donations can be dropped off in the Church Office, (Tuesday — Friday 9:00AM — 2:00PM & Sunday
mornings) OR at the Nursery/Preschool School (Monday — Friday 8:30AM — noon) please label any
donations: For Coffee Cup Raffle OR call Debbie Paskiewicz and she’ll make arrangements to pick it
up.

ALL ITEMS MUST BE BROUGHT IN BY APRIL 14t

MANY THANKS for supporting our preschool and we look forward to seeing you April 20t at the
Raffle & Rummage Sale!



The Bible Book Study Club

Bible Book Study — 1:00 PM Tuesday via ZOOM

ALL ARE WELCOME! No Knowledge of the bible is needed, just a desire
to get-to-know others, read, discuss, and learn about God and how He
works in our lives by looking at how he has worked in others. We share
doubts, challenges, faith, and friendship.

THE TRINITY AND YOUR TRANSFORMATION

We are continuing the book The Devine Dance by Richard Rohr and Mike
Morrell, forward by William Paul Young. We read a chapter or two a week RICHARD ROHR

and discuss it. We are finding that this book has a lot of points to discuss. Funiwunns\jﬁt:;ir::( E:ﬁ?'jﬂﬁht

What if changing our perception of God has the potential to change everything?

God is not what you think. Visions of an angry, distant, moral scorekeeper or a supernatural Santa
Claus handing out cosmic lottery tickets to those who attend the right church or say the right prayer
dominate our culture. For many others, God has become irrelevant or simply unbelievable.

In The Divine Dance, Fr. Richard Rohr (with Mike Morrell) points readers to an unlikely opening
beyond this divinity impasse: the at-times forgotten, ancient mystery of the Trinity—God as utterly
one, yet three.

Drawing from Scripture, theology, and the deepest insights of mystics, philosophers, and sages
throughout history, Fr. Rohr presents a compelling alternative to aloof and fairytale versions of
God:

One God, belovedly in communion, as All-Vulnerable, All-Embracing, and All-Given to you and me.

The Divine Dance makes accessible and practicable the Christian tradition's most surprising gift...
God as Community...as Friendship...as Dance.

Are you ready to join in?
Join us in our journey at 1:00 PM on Tuesday via ZOOM.

Contact Grace Kingsbury or Edie Doherty.



Missions and Outreach

Hello from the Missions and Outreach Ministry! For 2024 we are committed to providing ways for our
congregation to support our local communities. Keep an eye on the Missions and Outreach bulletin
board and future Beacons for ways to show God’s goodness.

Volunteer Opportunity!

Mark your calendar for the following upcoming events. Sign-up sheets are on the Missions and
Outreach Bulletin board across from the kitchen and the board by the entrance to the church.

April 10t" — CWS Kit Packing Party - Join us the evening of 4/10/2024 as we enjoy a time of
fellowship while putting together kits for those that have come across hard times. We will have all the
materials needed as well as dessert to help energize the crew!

April 20t" — EGCC Rummage Sale - Please sign up to help set-up, clean-up, and/or be present
during the rummage sale to be held 4/20/2024.

April 27" — Women’s Club 5K Ridge Run - EGCC will again host a water table at the East Granby
Women’s Club 5K on 4/27/2024. Come and help pass out water and cheer on fellow members of our
community.

Future opportunities: A sign-up sheet for the garden will be out in the next month. We will also be
hosting a collection again this year on Mother’s Day and Father’s Day to support the friend to Friend
Pantry. More details to follow.

Clothing Shed Update

Did you know that EGCC earns money based on the volume of clothes donated to the clothing shed?
Keep spreading the word and helping support EGCC one bag of clothes at a time!

e Friend to Friend Pantry Easter Gift Card Program provides gift cards to families in need so
they can purchase the necessary meal items to celebrate Easter with their loved ones.

¢ One Great Hour of Sharing supports millions by helping them gain access to sustainable food
sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunities to become self-sustaining around
the world.



Heads Up! Hartford (HUH) News

Our outreach to the community and the teens alike continues to be life-changing! Our needs remain the
same — we still need your help! This will be the 215t year of Heads Up! Hartford and the 20t year that
EGCC has sent a team of “missionaries” to Heads Up! Hartford. We look forward to your continued
support of our teens and adults — both college age and beyond!

YOU too can STILL be a part of this important mission project! There are so many ways to serve!

Most importantly, please hold the HUH team, and those we serve, in prayer, now, before,
during and after camp. Camp runs from Sun., June 23 through Sat, June 29%".

You can donate snack foods — packaged snacks or bags of fruit — things that do not need to
be refrigerated and in containers that you do need returned. When we get closer to camp
week, there will be an area in the kitchen marked “HUH snacks”. We may also have a “Snack
Collection Sunday” similar to last year! Perishables can also be brought to our camp site,
Ethel Walker School in Simsbury, during the week of camp. Veggie or fruit trays are a team
favorite!

Given the difficult economic climate, we have many teens throughout the HUH program
seeking financial aid. Especially our urban sister churches have teens unable to cover their
tuition costs. Historically, HUH has never turned anyone away. In order to retain this
approach and still cover expenses, we are looking to others who might wish to contribute
towards tuitions. The weeklong camp costs $525.00/camper. What a bargain for a week of
overnight camp and yet what a burden for many of our families. Perhaps you can serve by
covering tuition or a partial tuition. Please contact Gayle Wilcox if God is calling you in this
way.

Attend the closing ceremony at Ethel Walker School on Saturday, June 29th at 7 PM to
support these amazing teen volunteers.

“What would you have me do, Lord? How would you have me serve You?”

Don’t forget, EGCC hosts a Red Cross Blood Drive once a month! You can schedule an
appointment by phone 800-RED CROSS (800-733-2767) or online
https://www.redcrossblood.org/qive.html/donation-time. No walk-ins allowed
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The Preschool Preamble

Happy spring! We have been ensconced in our annual unit on great artists this month, and have
been studying many different styles and techniques. We learned about museums and art galleries,
and made our own mini-galleries. We then learned about artists, and made landscapes and portraits
in the styles of Pablo Picasso, Georges Seurat, Kehinde Wiley, Frida
Kahlo, Claude Monet, Vincent van Gogh, and Piet Mondrian.

We even had a visit from local cartoonist Rick Stromoski, who showed us how to draw animals!

Raffle Fundraiser: April 20 marks our annual spring raffle fundraiser, at the same time as the
church rummage sale. We will have fabulous items to raffle off, including gift cards to local
restaurants and businesses, gift baskets, and items such as jewelry and handbags. What will YOU
win? Join us from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. - we’ll draw winners at 2, but you do not need to be present to win!

Art Show: To conclude our art unit (and to display art from many other units this year), we will be
having our annual art show on May 9 and 10. You will see art all around the round room, and there
will be art throughout our classroom as well. We’d love to have you join us on Sunday May 12 after
services, to see our beautiful classroom and appreciate all the hard work our students have put in on
their artwork this year. Save the date!

Registration for fall 2024: Enrollment is now open for the 2024-2025 school year. Classes are
filling quickly - help us spread the word!

Calling all potential Board members! We are seeking new folks for our Board, to help guide our
school. Have you ever considered serving? We meet monthly via Zoom, and have a few fun social and
fundraising events during the year - it’s a great way to make a difference in the lives of our
preschoolers! Please see Board members Deb Paskiewicz or Becca Dean if you are interested.

Have a great month! — Suzanne and Linda



Vision, ldentity and Mission Statement

East Granby Congregational Church, UCC, is called to nurture the joy and fullness of Creation with
Encouragement, Inclusion and Compassion. Following the teachings of Jesus, we will demonstrate
God's love and actively invite all to join us on this journey.

We are led by our core values of Faith, Acceptance, Community and Love.

We fulfill our calling through Prayer, Worship, Engagement and Service.

EGCC Information

Staff Officers

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Sandra L Fischer Moderator, Council Chair: Adah Dionne
Christian Education Director:  TBD Vice-Moderator: Joe Doering
Sunday School Teacher: Erin Lampron Treasurer: Gene Wilmot
Director of Music Matthew Sczurek Income Recorder: Pam Turner
Administrative Assistant: Karen Handville Expense Recorder: Dave Harrold

Ministry Chairpersons

Abundant Life: Gayle Wilcox Financial Resources: Joe Doering
Human Resources: Rebecca Dean Missions & Outreach: Kathy Mock
Spiritual Formation: Marge Korhonen Physical Resources: Bill Hoerle
Worship & Caring: Kim Hecht

Key Church Communication Info

Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 am — 2:00 pm Phone: 860-653-2987
Email Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
Pastor@egchurch.necoxmail.com

Mailing Address: Web Site www.egchurch.org
East Granby Congregational Church, UCC For Donations: Mail checks, Donate on the Website
P.O. Box 390 or use QR Code:

East Granby, CT 06026

Meeting Information

EGCC Ministry meetings are held as scheduled by the Ministry
Chairperson.

EGCC Council meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month.
Contact the Council or Ministry Chairperson if you wish to attend.

Beacon Information

The Beacon is published on the 15t of each month. Beacon Deadline for articles is the 23" of the
month for next month’s publication. A Word document is the preferred format for submitted articles
and will be subject to editing/formatting. Articles should be sent to Karen at:
Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com
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Volunteer Opportunities Sign-up online at egchurch.org or

Sunday Sanctuary Flowers: https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10cOe4ca8ab2aalffc61-egcc2#/
Or use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin Board across from the office or Contact Karen in the office.

Sunday Worship Teams need Lay Leaders, Ushers, Greeters. To sign up, go to:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4faca628abf49-worship#/

Sunday School Shepherds are needed. To sign up, go to:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ab2aaiffc61-eqcc#/
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