
 

 
 

 
 



 
Pastors Message 
 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in 

its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 

 

Friends, 

As we move into the fall, EGCC is settling into the routine of another program year.  We are coming back 

together as a clear, calm and connected congregation.  As we have articulated in our Vision, Identity and 

Mission Statement: “We fulfill our calling through Prayer, Worship, Engagement and Service.” In just a few 

short weeks we have supported our Spiritual Formation Ministry thanks to the commitment of many members 

of the congregation to become shepherds and teachers; we have offered Christ-centered service through 

Cathedral in the Night in Northampton, MA; and we have participated in enlivening worship both in our 

traditional sanctuary-centered setting and in our more relaxed lay-led Cafe Church model.  I see you as you 

use your gifts to serve others as you are able.  I know it’s not easy to commit to service–such action was as 

counter-cultural at the time of the early church as it remains so today.  It is my prayer that you feel blessed by 

your service opportunities at EGCC, rooted in the knowledge that you are being “faithful stewards of God’s 

grace” in your own lives.   

 

On October 22nd after church those who are interested in learning more about congregational membership are 

invited to a brief presentation, and question and answer session, in the Buttaro Room across from my 

office.  We will share about our own spiritual paths and discover how “official” church membership may provide 

support for the next phase of your journey.  Please consider attending if you are not yet a member.   

 

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to our YouTube Channel. If you put “East Granby Congregational 

Church” into the YouTube search bar you will find our page where our weekly video messages and services 

are posted.  You can also access these through our website, or from the weekly emails sent from the 

office.  This is a wonderful way to stay connected and receive spiritual nurture on those occasions when in-

person participation is not possible.   

 

I look forward to seeing many of you over the next month as we look for opportunities to love and serve 

together. 

 

Blessings to overflow, 

Rev. Sandra 



 

Council Corner 
 

Greetings to all. Our September council meeting was productive. The 
discussions that stood out focused on our church youth and our greater community. In our meeting 
we discussed the ongoing need for more support in our Sunday School. Marge Korhonen, 
chairperson for Spiritual Formation Ministry, shared that we have an immediate need for additional 
volunteers to support our youth. In addition, if you had an opportunity to attend or watch the service 
last Sunday, Marge explained that we need more Shepherds and Teachers in our Sunday School. 
We are growing, which is wonderful! Now we need to answer that challenge with our support. To 
volunteer, our Safety, Education and Awareness guidelines state that you must complete a 
background check and complete some online training to help us ensure a safe environment for our 
young people. Both are completed online. If you are interested in volunteering, please reach out to 
Marge or any member of Spiritual Formation or use our sign-up genius to volunteer. To sign up online 
go to our EGCHURCH.org website, click on Worship>Sunday Volunteering>Be a Church School 
Shepherd. Then complete the sign-up genius form.  

The other subject was our greater community. Kathy Mock, chairperson of Missions and Outreach, 
brought forth a recommendation to have a clothing drop off shed on the church property. The ministry 
has done quite a bit of research and Kathy invited a representative from St. Pauly Textile, Inc. to give 
us and overview of how the company works, where clothing is distributed and what happens to 
clothing that they cannot find a home for; we were pleased with the additional information. The 
council has approved that we move forward. Please visit their website to learn more about them and 
watch for the Clothing Drop Off Shed to be set up. Their website is www.stpaulytextile.com. The 
council was pleased with the business model and felt that the location will be advantageous as we 
have so many commuters that drive by our church. Mission and Outreach will be sharing additional 
information.  

Our Physical Resources ministry is working on gathering quotes for service and/or replacement of our 
elevator. This potentially will have a hefty price tag, but the elevator is a means for so many to safely 
access the sanctuary that it is a necessity to have a functioning elevator. There will be more to come 
on this.  

Our Human Resources ministry shared that we are still working to fill our part-time opening for a 
Christian Education Coordinator. With the growth of our youth ministry, it is critical that we fill this 
position. We have the position posted on several websites and we are accepting resumes. 

As always, please reach out to me if you have any questions or concerns about our church.  

In His Steps,  

Adah Dionne 

EGCC Moderator 



Worship & Caring Ministry  
Worship at 10:00 am in-person or live streamed 
Oct 1: World Communion Sunday 
Oct 8: Guest Flo Pitoniak 
Oct 15: Worship in-person or online at 10:00 am 
Oct 22: New Member Information Meeting after church 
Oct 29: Café church in Fellowship Hall at 9:50am. This is our nontraditional worship time with casual 
fellowship before (come a little early) and after our discussion time. 

Curriculum: animate: BIBLE from Spark House publisher.  
Come to share a hymn, a litany, view a short video to stimulate small group discussion on each 
week’s topic. Everyone has their own journal to make notes, reread points made in the video, maybe 
doodle. We keep our groups to 6 - 9 people led by a facilitator. Goal: a chance to talk with no “right 
answers” and no judgement, participate at your comfort level, including just listening. 

Kim Hecht and Carl Pitney, W&C members, are coordinating this year. 
Please volunteer to help with leading the hymn, litany, directing the people off to group time, the 
closing prayer. OR be a facilitator for a small group during discussion time. A very detailed manual is 
provided with more discussion ideas than you could use in multiple sessions!  
We would love some new faces – contact Kim or Carl. 
 
Altar Flowers: our altar looks so uplifting with a bouquet of fresh flowers. If you would like to donate, 
go to our new website: egchurch.org then click Sunday Volunteer then Donate a Flower Arrangement.  

The Gatherers 
Hello everyone.  Summer is, unfortunately, over, and it is time to think of Autumn Fundraising. 
The Gatherers has two items for your consideration: 

1.  Ham and Beans Dinner: 
     The group has discussed a replacement for the November Turkey Supper this year.  How about 
Ham and Baked Beans???  We thought either dine-in or out depending on the amount of help we can 
drum up. We can do either perhaps, but serving a meal takes more volunteers, but is more fun and 
social.  The meal would be baked ham, baked beans, coleslaw, cornbread, and apple crisp.  We have 
figured that everything except the apple crisp could be made at the church, although that is a 
possibility as well.  Please give us some feedback.  We need to start "gathering" helpers!!!  The date 
would be Saturday, November 4. 

2.  Cookies by the Pound, December 16, snow date, December 17. 
     This is our Annual Cookies-by-the-Pound Christmas fundraiser.  Can't remember how many years, 
but it is always popular, and easy enough if everyone makes a commitment to make 5-10 dozen 
cookies!!  Again, we need everyone to participate.  Who doesn't like cookies and fudge?  Great thing 
to do with the children.  You can even get a group together and bake them at the church!  Again, we 
need feedback and volunteers.   

Thanks, Judy Goff, Judy Saxton, Kathy Mock, Dave Harrold, Thelma Wilmot, Sandy Houghton, Pat 
Lang, and the rest of the 55 and over crowd. 



Abundant Life Ministry 
2023 Season of Generosity 

Sunday, October 29th will be our “kick off” Sunday.  
Your Season of Generosity packet will be available for 
pick-up on that day. Our Season of Generosity will 
culminate on Sunday, November 12th.  On that 
Sunday we will have the opportunity to pledge our time, 
talents and treasures to God as individuals and as a church family virtually, or in-person, bonded 
together by our shared faith in Jesus Christ. 

In the days and month to come, please spend some of your quiet time with God seeking direction as 
to how best you can serve our church family, our community, our world. 

 
Friday Night Book Group 
 

Now that we're in the full crispness of autumn, it's a perfect time 
to snuggle up with a good book! The October meeting of the 
Friday Night Book Group is on Friday the 13th - perfect for this 
month, wouldn't you say?! We will begin at 7pm on the Zoom 
platform. All are welcome! We will be discussing "The One-in-a-Million Boy" by Monica Wood. This 
is the incandescent story of a 104-year-old woman and the sweet, strange boy assigned to help her 
around the house - a friendship that touches each member of the boy's unmoored family. Helping out 
every Saturday morning, the boy refills bird feeders and tidies the garden shed while Ona tells him 
about her long life, even confessing secrets she has kept hidden for decades. One Saturday the boy 
doesn't show up, but then his father arrives determined to finish his son's good deed. The boy's 
mother is not so far behind. Ona discovers that the world can surprise us at any age, and that 
sometimes sharing a loss is the only way to find ourselves again. You may want to have a box of 
tissues handy! 

If you would like to join us for a wonderful discussion and plenty of fellowship, please contact Wendy 
Bowers or the office. We will need your email address so we can include you in the Zoom invitation. 
Any questions about the book or the group can be directed to Wendy as well.  

Please join us on Friday the 13th! In the meantime, as always, happy reading! 

 
 
 



Spiritual Formation Ministry 
 

Bible Presentations 
Children entering third grade and any children who are new to our church and in the third grade or 
above, are presented Bibles. The children keep their Bibles at home but bring them back on Sundays 
to use in Sunday school classes.  This year there are several students receiving Bibles and we give 
them our best wishes as they use them at home as well as in Sunday school.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Buttaro Room: 

        
We understand that attending a worship service with young children can be challenging, which is why 
we have made every effort to make it easier for you. During our morning worship services, the Buttaro 
Room is available for families to use.  The Buttaro room is situated at the top of the stairs and 
provides an excellent video feed of the service, comfortable chairs, and a relaxed environment to 
watch the service. (Just click on with the mouse).  The Buttaro Room is equipped with two boxes of 
toys for different ages and a basket with art supplies for your children to use. This way, you can 
participate in the service while your children are engaged in fun and creative activities.  

We encourage families to take advantage of the Buttaro Room during the morning worship services. 
It provides a perfect opportunity for parents to watch the service with their children while keeping 
them entertained. We invite you to stop by any Sunday morning to familiarize yourself with the room's 
layout. 

Sunday School Update: 
Registration must be done annually to update emergency contact information.  Please register 

your children for Sunday school if you have not already done so this year, using the following link or 
let our teacher Erin know: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3vA2gIupN72A8ZEY1aud-
APEYoARis698AeK_GK-Tbl8G0A/viewform?usp=sf_link   



Be a Shepherd; you are needed. 
Dear parents and other adults in our congregation, we are currently seeking volunteers to be 
Shepherds in our Sunday school classrooms. Shepherds play a vital role in the classroom, assisting 
teachers and ensuring the safety of our children. We require all Shepherds and teachers to be church 
members for six months, complete a background check, and view two 30-minute Safe Church 
Training modules. Your help in creating a safe environment for our children is greatly appreciated. 
Please consider volunteering as a Shepherd. Contact Adah Dionne to get you set up with a 
Praesidium code to do the online training. 
Sign up to be a shepherd! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ab2aa1ffc61-egcc#/ 
Thank you to the following people who volunteered to be shepherds and/or teachers for the month of 
September:  Bill Hoerle, Becca Dean, Marge Korhonen, Kate Boyer, Debbie Paskiewicz, Gayle 
Wilcox and Pat Lang. And those who have signed up for October 22:  Gayle Wilcox, Pat Lang  
 

EGCC Sunday School Newsletter 
Parents, please continue to enjoy the newsletter each week.  ᠐᠑᠒᠓᠔᠕᠖ Contact the office if you would like to 
be added or removed from the Sunday School Newsletter eblast. 

Confirmation Class 2023-2024 and Youth Group 
Confirmation 
Current 7th and 8th graders are invited to take part in the Confirmation class, also known as ‘Faith 
Journey’. We will begin in October. Classes will be held after worship on the 1st Sunday of each 
month. The class will be led by Sarah Pradhan and Pastor Liz, from Granby Congregational Church. 
Locations TBD. Faith Journey will be a time of exploration, discussion, and self-discovery. To register 
or for more information contact Sarah Pradhan. 
Youth Group  
Granby Congregational Church’s combined youth programs of 6th-12th graders include East Granby 
Congregational Church.  All kids from 6th – 12th grade are invited to two events per month. One event 
is always the 3rd Sunday of each month from 6:30-8 p.m. and the other event is always TBD and is 
community-service oriented. 3rd Sunday Youth Group dates for October - December...please keep 
your eye on the bulletins and eblasts for specifics like location and if your youth need to bring 
anything. 
 
October 15- Pumpkin carving 
 
 
November 19- Movie Night w/ popcorn  
 
 
December 17- Hot Chocolate and Card Games 
 

Look for additional emails from Sarah Pradhan for youth group events.   

Spiritual Formation Ministry:  Marge Korhonen (Chair), Deb Paskiewicz, Juliette Dunlevy, and Pat 
Lang 

 

 



Shepherding our Future 
Shepherding is a gift of time and so easy to give.  I want to share my thoughts about volunteering to 
be a Shepard.  As we move into the Season of Generosity, a time of contemplation with God as to 
how we will share our gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure with our church family, being a shepherd is a 
gift of time to our future, to our children. 

On Sunday, Sept 24th, Bibles were presented to our 3rd graders.  Marge also made an impassioned 
plea about being a shepherd.  A shepherd is simply someone that assists our teachers and provides 
ample coverage for our Sunday School classes.  No prep is required!  You simply show up on 
Sunday morning and be an “extra adult” in the classroom.  The bonus is that there are great rewards 
– you get to know our marvelous children!  They are awesome!  Please prayerfully consider serving in 
this much-needed, very special way!!! 

Lectio Divina 
Join us the first Saturday of each month from 9:00 to 10:30am via Zoom when we discuss the 
Scripture for the following Sundays worship (that makes it interesting to compare the minister’s 
interpretation of the scripture to ours) 

God’s word speaks to each of us differently and we learn so much from each other.  You don’t need 
to commit to every Saturday morning, come only when you are able.  WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE 
YOU JOIN US!!!! 

Contact: Edie Doherty, Carl Pitney or Gayle Wilcox – to be added to the Zoom invitation. 

Upcoming meetings: Sat., Oct 7th, Sat., Nov 4th and Sat., Dec 2nd  

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

2 Thessalonians 1:2 

Fall Into Faith  
Saturday, October 14th, 2023 
 
Plans are “falling” into place for our annual “Fall Into Faith” retreat.  Pastor Pam Vollinger has agreed 
to lead us!!! The retreat will be a day for fellowship and continuing our spiritual journeys.  Please 
invite folks from the community, friends and your families.  Last year we used this day to create our 
wonderful mission statement. However, in most prior years we met in person and during Covid we 
Zoomed. We plan to offer a hybrid option of both in-person and via Zoom. 
 
Plan on retreating from 8:30 AM to 4 PM.  Our day will include food (provided), fellowship, quiet time 
and communion.  We are asking for a minimum offering of $35 per person to cover retreat costs.  
Scholarships are available (contact Gayle Wilcox).  So, sign-up now…invite your friends and make 
this a beautiful October day to remember.  Let’s Fall into Faith together! 
The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board.  Be sure your name is on it!!!! 

 



The Bible Book Study Club 
Bible Book Study – 1:00 PM Tuesday via ZOOM 

ALL ARE WELCOME! No Knowledge of the bible needed, just a desire to get-to-know others, read, 
discuss, and learn about God and how He works in our lives by looking at how he has worked in 
others. We share doubts, challenges, faith, and friendship. 

We are continuing our study of a book by the author Bruce Feilder, Where 
God Was Born: A Daring Adventure Through the Bible’s Greatest 
Stories.  We already know some about the author, but we will see what he has 
been doing since we last read Walking the Bible. We found him to be an 
interesting and provocative writer. No one needs to already have read the 
other book. 

We started with the study of Joshua and the Israelites first venture into 
Caanan with the battle of Jericho. We looked at maps of Israel, pictures of 
Jericho, and talked about the archaeological evidence about the age of 
Jericho, how the walls could have tumbled down, and the numerous wars in 
the Old Testament as compared to Jesus’ preachings in the New 
Testament. 

Feiler now takes us to the study of David and the places where he lived, fought, and reigned. He 
raises the questions of the worse side of David’s character as evidenced by some of the stories in the 
bible as opposed to the boy-hero fighting Goliath winning the war over the Philistines and the man he 
becomes -- God’s chosen king of the Israelites. 

As shown, his book has questions as well as answers and leads to some hardy discussions of the 
stories in the bible and the places where they occurred. 

Join us in our journey at 1:00 PM on Tuesday via ZOOM.  It is possible to start at any point in the 
book as we adventure through the Old Testament. 

Contact Grace Kingsbury or Edie Doherty. 

 
 

The Food Pantry is currently in need of the following items: Coffee, 
Sugar, Canned Fruit, Chef Boyardee Ravioli, Baked Beans, & Canned 
Chicken Thank you for all your help! 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact Sandy Landolina our 
Friend to Friend liaison. 

 
 



Missions and Outreach 
 

Hello from the Missions and Outreach Ministry!  As the weather starts to get colder, and we all retreat 
to the warmth of the indoors, remember to check in on friends that you haven’t seen in a while.

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!  

The EGCC Community Garden had a fruitful growing season despite the heavy rain and cloudy 
days. Thank you to all the volunteers that helped make it a success. From prepping the grounds, to 
repairing the fencing, and all the watering and picking in between. It would not have happened 
without each one of you. You are appreciated. 

Annual Local Donations 

Every year we provide scholarship funds to EGCC Nursery School. These funds are used to 
supplement tuition for multiple families, giving them the opportunity to participate in the wonderful 
experience that is the EGCC Nursery School Program. 

The East Granby Volunteer Fire Department and the Granby Ambulance Association work 
diligently to keep our town and surrounding towns safe. We are honored to be able to support them in 
their efforts. 

Focused Giving 

This month’s focused giving is being distributed to organizations that help people who have been 
victims of Domestic Violence. 

The Hartford Interval House is a local agency dedicated to ending domestic violence. They aim to 
empower women by offering a nurturing, encouraging environment, along with the necessary tools to 
help them heal and move forward. 

Network Against Domestic Violence helps families and individuals who have experienced domestic 
violence. They are a leader in North Central Connecticut in promoting healthy relationships and 
advocating for safer communities. 

Additional Donations 

Reading Room is a non-profit based out of South Windsor that is passionate about providing a 
culture of reading to the children Haiti. The funds raised are used to create libraries, provide Haitian 
Teachers training to be able to use the resources within the library, as well as lead summer “book 
camps”. 

The latest Red Cross Blood Drive dates and info can be found on the Missions and Outreach board. 

 



 

 



 

Vision, Identity and Mission Statement 
  

East Granby Congregational Church, UCC, is called to nurture the joy and fullness of Creation with 
Encouragement, Inclusion and Compassion.  Following the teachings of Jesus, we will demonstrate 

God's love and actively invite all to join us on this journey. 
 

We are led by our core values of Faith, Acceptance, Community and Love. 
 

We fulfill our calling through Prayer, Worship, Engagement and Service. 

 
EGCC Information 
Staff        Officers 
Pastor:                                        Rev. Dr. Sandra L Fischer  Moderator, Council Chair: Adah Dionne 
Christian Education Director: TBD     Vice-Moderator:   Joe Doering 
Sunday School Teacher: Erin Lampron   Treasurer:   Gene Wilmot 
Music Director/Pianist  Juliana Hall   Income Recorder:  Pam Turner 
Administrative Assistant: Karen Handville   Expense Recorder:  Dave Harrold 

Ministry Chairpersons 
 

Abundant Life:   Gayle Wilcox      Financial Resources:  Sybil Pokorny 
Human Resources:  Rebecca Dean   Missions & Outreach:  Kathy Mock 
Spiritual Formation:  Marge Korhonen  Physical Resources:  Bill Hoerle 
Worship & Caring:  Thelma Wilmot   
 

Key Church Communication Info 
 
Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Phone: 860-653-2987 
Email Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com 
 Pastor@egchurch.necoxmail.com 
 
Mailing Address:        Web Site www.egchurch.org   
 East Granby Congregational Church, UCC  For Donations: Mail checks, Donate on the Website 
 P.O. Box 390       or use QR Code: 
 East Granby, CT 06026     
  

Meeting Information  
EGCC Ministry meetings are held as scheduled by the Ministry Chairperson. 
EGCC Council meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month. 
Contact the Council or Ministry Chairperson if you wish to attend. 

 
Beacon Information 
The Beacon is published on the 1st of each month.  Beacon Deadline for articles is the 23rd of the 
month for next month’s publication.  A Word document is the preferred format for submitted articles 
and will be subject to editing/formatting.  Articles should be sent to Karen at: 
Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com 
 



 
 
Volunteer Opportunities Sign-up online at egchurch.org 
Sunday Sanctuary Flowers: Or use the sign-up sheet on the bulletin Board across from the office or 
Contact Karen in the office. 
 
Sunday Worship Teams need Lay Leaders, Ushers, Greeters. To sign up, go to: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4faca628abf49-worship#/ or Contact Linda Harrold 
 
Sunday School Shepherds are needed. To sign up, go to:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ab2aa1ffc61-egcc#/ or call Pat Lang 

 
 
 

 


