
 

 
 
 

 
 



PASTORS CORNER 
 

Friends, 

At EGCC, the month of June brings worship services that are the culmination of the arc of the 
program year: Children’s Sunday on June 4 and Music Sunday on June 18th.  These 
celebratory Sundays remind us of the joy of discipleship and the importance of faith to a 
diverse community.  In that spirit, I’d like to reflect briefly on what we have accomplished 
together over the past ten months. 

Relying heavily on a pool of committed volunteers, and being supported by a lean paid 
staffing model, EGCC has shown curiosity, compassion and courage in profound ways.  Here 
are a few highlights of your actions:  EGCC has created a new Vision, Identity and Mission 
Statement that guides all actions and decision making; experimented with new worship styles 
with Cafe Church; provided emotional and financial support to those in need locally, 
regionally, nationally and internationally; planted a garden, studied scripture together, prayed 
for our world, supported the food pantry, supported the nursery school, visited the sick; cried, 
laughed, broke bread, cleaned and organized together; renewed its dedication to best 
practices with regard to safe church policy compliance and financial stewardship; undertaken 
an upgrade of the church website and availed itself of advancements in technology for data 
storage; voted to begin exploring the possibility of becoming an Open and Affirming 
congregation; grown the church school to nearly 30 students; and welcomed several new 
families into membership!  (There is, of course, so much more, but I’m sure you get the idea.) 

It is amazing to me what a small group of Jesus followers can do when empowered by the 
Spirit of Love.  There is much to celebrate!  On the last Sunday of the program year, June 
18th, we will have the opportunity, led by our talented musicians, to raise our voices in praise 
to our God whose presence in the world is made known through East Granby Congregational 
Church.  Come, be part of it! 

 

Blessings to overflow, 

Rev. Sandra 

 

 



Council Corner 
 

 

Hello all! Our May council meeting highlights included an update on our new EGCC website. The 
Website team is working through final edits and are hoping to go live by the end of June. The team is 
working diligently on proofing each page and they are looking forward to launching the new site. The 
team has been working very hard and we’re looking forward to seeing the results.  We are thankful for 
the team’s dedication.  

Our church’s biggest opportunity is to find a candidate to fill the part time role for a Christian 
Education Coordinator. Our number of families and youth in our Christian Education program 
continues to grow and it is critical that will fill this role. As I mentioned last month, we will consider 
church members, or a family member of a church family. Please continue to pray that the right 
candidate will come our way. If you have any recommendations for possible candidates, please reach 
out to Marge Korhonen or Debbie Paskiewicz.  

We have been approached by the East Granby Economic Development Commission inquiring if we 
would be interested in being the location for an East Granby Farmer’s Market for the 2024 Summer 
season. If anyone has interest in being a church representative to explore this partnership, please let 
me know. They want to start planning in February 2024.  

As always, we are interested in your feedback, comments, or questions on church activities, please 
feel welcome to reach out to me or Joe Doering, Vice Moderator.  

Peace and blessings to all,  

Adah Dionne 
EGCC Moderator  

  



News from Worship & Caring Ministry  
 

Worship with us on Sunday at 10:00 a.m.  
 

June 4     Children’s Sunday and Communion 
June 11  Café Church: animate Bible 
June 18   MUSIC SUNDAY 

June 25   Worship Service with Rev. Ginny McDaniel 
 

 

Café Church: Join us for session 2 of animate Bible: History/ Parchment to Pixel 

“Does the way we access the Bible change the way we read and interpret the Bible? Phyllis Tickle 
believes this question is paramount as technology makes it easier for us to carry the Bible in our pockets 
or look up a verse online and out of context. By tracing the history of the Bible from its origins as a set 
of oral stories passed down from community to community, to the days of the Bible being read to the 
illiterate masses in Latin, to our current open-source approach to the Bible, Phyllis suggests that access 
is everything.” 

Come share informal discussion and fellowship. 
 
 
 

 Strawberry social after the service on Music Sunday,  
 June 18th in Fellowship Hall.  

 Let’s celebrate our wonderful choirs and  
 all the dads and dad-figures we love. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS to our EGCC Graduates 

High School: Matthew Hecht and Sean Pitney 

College: Tessa Hecht 

 

 

 

Hosts for June Coffee Hour: Spiritual Formation Ministry and Trustees 

This Photo by 



Spiritual Formation Ministry 
 

Mother’s Day/Community Garden Dedication 5-14-23 

A great Mother’s Day at EGCC. 

The inter-generational chime choir. 

  

Dedication of the Community Garden outside, also inter-generational.   

Kids got to bring home marigolds to plant in their own gardens. 

 
Sunday School Update: 
The Bulletin Board between the church and the CE Center is being updated periodically by the 
Sunday School children.  Please take a look when you are here. 

Shepherds:  
Thank you to the following volunteers who were shepherds and/or teachers in May: Gayle Wilcox, 
Judy Goff, Bill Hoerle, Pete Goff, Ruth Akerlind, Deb Paskiewicz, Marge Korhonen and Pat Lang. 

For new families with children in Sunday School, this would be a good opportunity to see what your 
children are learning, no specific skills are necessary; a shepherd merely assists in the classroom.  



Having enough volunteers allows us to expand our Sunday School activities. The Sunday Service is 
recorded and available on the church website if you would like to watch the sermon that you missed. 

Shepherds are urgently needed for June: Please sign up on the list on the entryway bulletin 
board or use the link below to sign up or call Pat Lang.  All teachers & shepherds are required to be 
Safe Church certified.  This is done through a short on-line course.  Let any SFM member know if you 
need the link to take this course.  https://ww.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ab2aa1ffc61-egcc   
 

Sunday School registration must be done annually to update emergency contact information.  
Please register your children for Sunday school if you have not already done so this year, using the 
following link or let our teacher Erin know: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd3vA2gIupN72A8ZEY1aud-
APEYoARis698AeK_GK-Tbl8G0A/viewform?usp=sf_link   
 
Parents: Please continue to look for the EGCC Sunday School Newsletter each week.  ᠐᠑᠒᠓᠔᠕᠖ 

Teens and Tweens:   

Granby Congregational Church’s combined youth group of 6th-12th graders is 
now on summer hiatus.  Look for informational emails in the fall. 

News from Silver Lake Camp and Retreat Center in Sharon, CT  

Silver Lake is an outdoor ministry of SNEUCC. 
Each grade (entering 4-12th) will have at least one camp program available during each summer 
week; some weeks may have more than one program for some grades to choose from. 

If you are new to the Silver Lake Camp experience and would like to know a little more, please visit 
the camp’s website at: https://www.silverlakect.org. 

Many EGCC members are alumni of Silver Lake and scholarship information is available. 

Heads Up! Hartford Camp: This year's dates are June 18-24, 2023. One of our EGCC teens 
participated in last year's overnight camp at Ethel Walker School. As of now, they are only accepting 
Wait List applicants.  
Details and registration can be found on: https://headsuphartford.org/camp-info-%26-
registration#aee1861e-9373-4299-8103-cce7189d3cf8 
 
 

Spiritual Formation Ministry:  Marge Korhonen (Chair), Deb Paskewicz, and Pat Lang 

 

 

 

 



Heads Up! Hartford (HUH) News: 

Our outreach to the community and the teens alike continues to be life-changing!  Our needs remain 
the same – we still need your help!  This will be the 20th year anniversary of Heads Up! Hartford and 
the 19th year that EGCC has sent a team of “missionaries” to Heads Up! Hartford.  We look forward to 
your continued support of our teens and adults – both college age and beyond!  We are up to 60 
campers and have a waiting list…Praise God! 

YOU, too, can STILL be a part of this important mission project!  There are so many ways to serve!   

 Most importantly, please hold the HUH team, and those we serve, in prayer, now, before, 
during and after camp. Camp runs from Sun., June 18th through Sat, June 24th. 

 You can donate snack foods – packaged snacks or bags of fruit (during camp week) – 
things that do not need to be refrigerated and in containers that you do need returned.  As 
part of worship on Sunday, June 4th we will collect pre-packaged snacks such as fruit 
chews, chips, cookies, candy, etc.  Nothing homemade, please the State of CT will not 
allow it.  If at all possible, please include your grocery store receipt.  That’s another 
State requirement.  Perishables can also be brought to our camp site, Ethel Walker School 
in Simsbury, during the week of camp.  Veggie or fruit trays are a team favorite!   

 Given the difficult economic climate, we have many teens throughout the HUH program 
seeking financial aid.  Especially our urban sister churches have teens unable to cover their 
tuition costs.  Historically, HUH has never turned anyone away.  In order to retain this 
approach and still cover expenses, we are looking to others who might wish to contribute 
towards tuitions.  The weeklong camp costs $525.00/camper.  Perhaps you can serve by 
covering tuition or a partial tuition.  Please contact Gayle Wilcox (860-653-2460) if God is 
calling you in this way.  

 Attend the closing ceremony at Ethel Walker School on Saturday, June 24th at 7 PM to 
support these amazing teen volunteers. 

 

“What would you have me do, Lord?  How would you have me serve You?” 

 

 
The Bible Book Study Club 

 
The Bible Book Study Club meets on Tuesdays at 1:00 pm via Zoom.  We welcome new members at 
any time.  Please contact the office 860 653-2987. 

In June, we are finishing Dusk, Night, Dawn: On Revival and Courage by Anne Lamott. Then 
taking most of the summer off. Look for more information in the July Beacon. 

 

 



Missions and Outreach 
 
Hello from the Missions and Outreach Ministry! It is hard to believe that summer is just about here! 
Keep an eye on the Missions and Outreach board for pictures of recent and upcoming volunteer 
events.  

Volunteer Opportunity! 
The sign-up sheet is now posted on the Missions and Outreach board to help with the EGCC 
Community Garden! People can sign up for a week at a time to help be a part of helping our small but 
mighty garden grow. You will be contacted the week before your assigned week with some 
information regarding what the garden needs for that week. Early weeks consist of helping Mother 
Nature keep the plants well-watered, later summer months include the harvesting that is donated to 
the Friend-to-Friend pantry. 

Thank you to Marge and Wayne Korhonen for getting the garden ready for this planting season. 
Thank you to the rest of the Spiritual Formation Team as well for all you have done to keep the 
garden thriving. 

Thank you! 
Thank you to those that helped provide hydration and encouragement at the East Granby Women’s 
5K. Many hands made light work! Even with the rain, EGCC had a great representation of children 
and adults showing their support.  

Thank you for supporting the toiletries drive for the Friend-to-Friend Pantry. There will be another 
opportunity to donate on June 18th. At that point, Missions and Outreach will double the total 
donation. 

Focused Giving 
This month’s focused giving went to supporting local camp opportunities.  
 

• Heads Up! Hartford is a weeklong summer camp that brings teens together from every 
background and neighboring community to work together to make a difference in the greater Hartford 
area. 
 

• Silver Lake Camp hosts roughly 1,000 campers each summer. Through a balance of worship 
and play, they come together to celebrate their unity in Christ while respecting the individual faith 
journey of all God’s children. 
 
EGCC hosts a Red Cross Blood Drive once a month! You can schedule an appointment by phone 
1-800-RED CROSS (733-2767) or online https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/donation-time. No 
walk-ins allowed. 

Upcoming Blood Drive dates: June 20th, July 11th & August 22nd. 

 
 



 

ABUNDANT LIFE MINISTRY 
 

Continue Gratitude…It Works! 

We Need You!!!! 

 
God’s timing is always perfect!  If we are listening and open, we might have a thought or feel a nudge 
about what we could add to our lives to follow God’s plan for us, furthering God’s kingdom here on 
earth. 

We often think of the Season of Generosity as an “end of the year” thing, but it isn’t.  It’s year round!  
Juliette Dunlevy knows that very well.  Juliette recently volunteered to serve on our Spiritual 
Formation Ministry Team, ministering to our precious children.  She was welcomed with open arms!  
Many thanks to Juliette for listening to God’s call! 

Where might God be directing you/me?  What is the best way that we/I can share our/my gifts of time, 
talent and treasure in 2023?  We have many opportunities to serve. 

You are a unique and essential part of the East Granby Congregational Church family.  We need 
You!  In the upcoming year, our church family can pull together as one, closer than ever, as we follow 
God’s direction. We are ONE in the Spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Food Pantry is looking for Hearty Soups, Canned Carrots, Canned Peas, Crushed Tomatoes 
and Condiments. Thank you for all your help! 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Sandy Landolina our Friend to Friend liaison. 



 

Lectio Divina 
 

Join us the first Saturday of each month from 9:00 to 10:30am via Zoom. June 3rd and July 1st are the 
next meeting dates when we discuss the Scripture for the following Sundays worship (that makes it 
interesting to compare the minister’s interpretation of the scripture to ours) 

God’s word speaks to each of us differently and we learn so much from each other.  You don’t need 
to commit to every Saturday morning, come only when you are able.  WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE 
YOU JOIN US!!!! 

Contact: the office 860 653-2987 to be added to the Zoom invitation. 

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

2 Thessalonians 1:2 

 

The Gatherers 
Thank you to everyone who helped, donated, bought, visited, set up, or cleaned up from the 
Rummage Sale.  We had a great day and cleared about $1,900, one of the best ever!  I think the rain 
helped a lot.  Couldn't have done it without our village community. 

Judy Goff 

 
Friday Night Book Group 

 

The Friday Night Book Group will be meeting on June 9th at 7 pm to 
discuss the mystery thriller The Last Flight by Julie Clark. If you’d like to 
join us, please send us your email address so we can include you in the 
Zoom invitation. If you have any questions about the book or the group, 
you can contact Wendy Bowers or the office 860 653-2987. Happy 
Reading! 



 

the following businesses:
Amped Fitness in EG, Anytime Fitness in Granby, the YMCA in Granby, ISCC Fitness 
Center Simsbury, Almost Famous Brewing Co. in EG, Liquor World in Granby, Brignole 
Vineyards in EG, Village Cork & Keg in Granby 
Everlasting Nutrition in EG, The Craft Bakery in EG, Dairy Cream in Windsor Locks,  
Cake Gypsy in Avon, Wilma’s Scoop du Jour in Suffield  
Gio’s Brick Oven Pizzeria in EG, J & G Restaurant in EG, TJ’s Burritos in EG,  
Copper Hill Golf Club in EG, Cracker Barrel Pub in Tariffville, Rancho Viejo in Granby,   
Clark Farms at Bushy Hill in Granby, Three Figs in Suffield, Jake’s Wayback Burgers in 
Granby, Aurora’s Pizza in Enfield, Barista Café in Suffield 
The Hairport in EG, Star Nail in EG, Anchor Eye Center in EG, Long Stem Flower 
Shoppe in EG, Juliano’s Pools in Vernon, Old Mill Pond Village in Granby, Horses & 
Hounds in Granby, Emmons Tropical Fish in Simsbury, Neckers Toyland in Simsbury, 
Fearless Cards Toys & Collectibles in EG, Spare Time in Windsor Locks,  
Route 10 Tire in Granby, Tim’s Automotive in Granby, Tractor Supply in Simsbury 
Joining Technologies, Inc. in EG, Greeting the Season in Granby, Pentimento Design 
in Suffield, Karenough Crafts & Boutique in Suffield, Molly’s Handmade Jewelry in 
Suffield 

the following church members, teachers & parents: 
The Brogan Family, Adah Dionne, EGCCNS, The Finkbeiner Family, Michael & Kim 
Hecht, The Paskiewicz Family, & Suzanne Richardson-White 

AND, to all our church members & preschool families who came out and bought raffle 
tickets!!! 
A BIG THANK YOU for always supporting our preschool!  
It was the BEST raffle to date  
 
The $1,441.00 raised through this fundraiser will be used to support our programs and buy 
some new playground equipment. 
 
With MUCH appreciation! 
The EGCCNS Preschool Board 

 



 

 



 

Vision, Identity and Mission Statement 
  

East Granby Congregational Church, UCC, is called to nurture the joy and fullness of 
Creation with Encouragement, Inclusion and Compassion.  Following the teachings of Jesus, 

we will demonstrate God's love and actively invite all to join us on this journey. 
 

We are led by our core values of Faith, Acceptance, Community and Love. 
 

We fulfill our calling through Prayer, Worship, Engagement and Service. 

 
EGCC INFORMATION 
Staff        Officers 
Pastor:                                        Rev. Dr. Sandra L Fischer  Moderator, Council Chair: Adah Dionne 
Christian Education Director: TBD     Vice-Moderator:   Joe Doering 
Sunday School Teacher: Erin Schultheis   Treasurer:   Gene Wilmot 
Music Director/Pianist  Juliana Hall   Income Recorder:  Pam Turner 
Administrative Assistant: Karen Handville   Expense Recorder:  Dave Harrold 

Ministry Chairpersons 
 

Abundant Life:   Gayle Wilcox      Financial Resources:  Sybil Pokorny 
Human Resources:  Rebecca Dean   Missions & Outreach:  Kathy Mock 
Spiritual Formation:  Marge Korhonen  Physical Resources:  Bill Hoerle 
Worship & Caring:  Thelma Wilmot   
 

Key Church Communication Info 
 
Office Hours: Tuesday - Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm Telephone: 860-653-2987 
Email Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com 
 Pastor@egchurch.necoxmail.com 
 
Mailing Address:        Web Site www.egchurch.org   
 East Granby Congregational Church   For Donations: Mail checks, Donate on the Website 
 P.O. Box 390       or use: 
 East Granby, CT 06026     
  

Meeting Information  
EGCC Ministry meetings are held as scheduled by the Ministry Chairperson. 
EGCC Council meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month. 
Contact the Council or Ministry Chairperson if you wish to attend. 

 
Beacon Information 
The Beacon is published on the 1st of each month by the Church.  Beacon Deadline for articles is the 
23rd day of the month for the next publication.  A Word document is the preferred format for submitted 
articles and will be subject to editing/formatting.  Articles should be sent to Karen at: 
Office@egchurch.necoxmail.com 
 

 



 

Volunteer Opportunities 
Sunday Sanctuary Flowers: To sign up, go to: https://www.egchurch.org/flower-donations OR 
Contact Karen in the office. 
 
Sunday Worship Teams need Lay Leaders, Ushers, Greeters. To sign up, go to: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040d4faca628abf49-worship#/ or Contact Linda Harrold 
 
Sunday School Shepherds are needed. To sign up, go to:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ab2aa1ffc61-egcc#/ or call Pat Lang 
 

 


